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Tliis is a book about literary giants. There 
are many more whom the Nobel laru’el has not 
reached. But that those of whom this small 
Tolume speaks ai’e all distinguished admits of no 
doubts. It can be no easy task to select every 
year a recipient of this prize ; but the selectors 
who have to range over the entire world have 
done their task well. Surpiase has been expressed 
from time to time at the omission of some 
honoured names from the list of Nobel laureates, 
and it is inevitable that some just claims will be 
overlooked. But who that looks at the names of 
the writers who have so far been chosen will 
venture to doubt their eminence? Some of them 
mav seem to be uninteresting as men : their 
work may leave one cold, unmoved, unresponsive ; 
others mav seem unattractive, even mavhe 
repulsive ; and yet others may charm one as with 
the voice of a siren, making one deaf to all other 
sounds, claiming one’s undivided allegiance and 
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‘waiTu affectipii. But all conform to the test 

presci’ibed by the Statutes : that their work 
shopld have an idealistic tendency. Each reader 
has his own fayourites, but it is good mental 
discipline to read the works of authors who do 
not draw us in the beginning. We shall be amx>ly 
rewarded by the effort to read them. Contact 
with them will rrarm and kindle the mind. 
Many unsuspected ideals of virtue, new notions 
■of truth, fresh means of approach to human 
nature, a wider sympathy, unusual forms of 
humour, taste, sentiment, the dreams of different 
nations — with all these we shall become familiar 
as we go through the works of those master- 
minds of our own day who have been declared 
to be of the world’s ‘ elect’. 


Mr. Sevne’s book will serve as an admirable 
introduction. It contains the terms of Nobel’s 
will, and a very interesting account of the cere- 
mony of the first presentation. It is not easy 
generally to get this information so accurately. 
Then Mr. Seyne proceeds to write short sketches 
of the literary careers of the Literature Prize 
IVinners. We ai*e told some of the inore import- 
ant j)articulars relating to their life and in each 
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«ase there is a fairly full bibliography of their 
published works. Journalists, librarians, and 
students of literature are sure to find this a 
valuable work of reference. Mr. Seyne is him- 
self a writer whose first book was weU received 
on publication several years ago. It is gratifying 
that in the midst of his exacting duties he has 
been able to produce this volume. 

May 5, 1934. Amaranatha Jha. 





AUTHOR’S STORY 


A printed copy of “ The Story of the Nohel; 
Prize Winners in Literature” is lying before me. 
Before setting out on this new journey, it ex- 
pects of me, perhaps a few lines by way of a 
preface. What should I say? Is not the title 
of the book itself sufidoiently explicit to indicate 
the bill of fare, the kind readers are expected to 
be provided with? If I have to say something 
just to please my readers, I should say at the 
very outset that I had no sort of literary training, 
my only qualification is that ‘ My days among 
the Dead are past’. All that I did was that I 
kept a note-book wherein I jotted down news 
about persons and events connected with the 
Nobel Prizes ever since Dr. Rabindranath Tagore 
was awarded the Nobel Prize (1913). It will 
not be quite out of place to mention here that 
for several years The Pioneer Library belonging 
to the “ The Pioneer ” of Allahabad, one of the 
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oldest and leading Anglo-Indian Journals of 
India was under my charge. I therefore, had mo 
difficulty in getting newspaper-cuttings on the 
subject in which I was thus interested. I was 
also fortunate to get all the latest catalogues an 
announcements from the leading publishers o 

Europe. Besides these, I always kept at hand a 
set of the latest “ Reference Catalogue of Curren 
Literature” published by J- Whitaker anc 

Sons, Ltd., London. The Index volume of this 
Reference Catalogue is a wonderful publication, 
it is one of the finest examples of human labour, 
patience, tact, and ingenuity. 

Thus equipped, I supplied from time to time, 
many informations about the Nobel Prize ^ ™ 

ners and their books to many of the inquisitive 
readers in our Public Library. In my spare 
hours I found some pleasure in. preparing le 
biographical sketches of the Nobel Prize Wmners 
ill Literature from the materials at my disposa 
and also from wide reading. But this book 
would never have seen the light if I had not one 
day accidentally come across with an old issue 

of the “ Times Literary Supplement,” London. 
As I glanced through it, I found an interesting 


i'eview on “ Tlie Life of Alfred. NoTbel” bv H. 
Selutck and 11. Soblman (Heinemann). After 
reading this review I bacarae curious to know 
more about Alfred Nobel, the Inventor of 
Dynamite and the Pounder of the Nobel Prizes. 
By going through Smithsonian Papers and 
other scientific books ; I soon collected enough 
■material to prepare a short sketch of the life of 
Alfred Nobel. Even at this stage I knew 
nothing about the Statutes of the Nobel Eound- 
ation. I often thought of writing to the 
Secretary of the Swedish Academy for a co|)y of 
the Statutes, but each time, I took up my pen, I 
postponed to write till the next mail was due. 
Again the hand of Providence came to my 
rescue. The i*eoent earthquakes damaged the 
whole of our beautiful library buildings and 
the archives in. which the literary magazines are 
kept, the rain-water spoilt some of the old issues 
of the Calcutta Eeview, and the issues of 1901 
and 1902 particularly were so much spoilt that 
I was about to discard them and strilve them 
off our Jjibrary Catalogue but before doing so I 
looked into the middle portions of both of these 
issues, which were fairly well preserved and to my 
great amazement and deliglit, I found not o]ily 
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the complete Tei-sion ot the Nohel Statutes hut 

alsotlie mterestmg 

at Ohiistiauia aud Stockholm hy au 
Mr. A. L. Holmes, which have heen moluded i 
this hook for the perusal of my reato. J 
anothei' reason for their iucluswn m this book, 

Cthat the old issues of the Calcutta ^viewar 

not easily ayailaWe eyen m most of tke bi, 

libraries in India. 

In preparing the chronoMioal list of the 
Nohel Laureates I again had some ^o^ts and 

difficulties as to the placing of exact date 
against some of the recipients. I werf to 
o Kitabistan” to see some of the issues of Whrt 
aker’s Almanac, when my friend. Mi- • 
Eehman, the proprietor of ■■ Kitahistan immeffi- 
ately placed into my hands a ^opy of Lnt^^ 
l^obel Laureates ” 193u. ikis Jjisu _ . 

settled some of the dates hnt also suppM 
Inscription with the Hohel Prte Awai^ m 

— TexpC r " 

sTemS’Sadem J Hohel tetitut of Stockhohn, 

and also for tbe Statutes of tbe Nobel Lounda ion 
fchougb obtained from indirect sources. 
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The other sources of information are empha- 
sized in the text and footnotes. In each biogra- 
phical sketch what particular work made its 
author most famous has been indicated and at 
the end of each sketch, a list of the author’s 
principal works has been added as an incentive-, 
to further study. 

THE AUTHOE 
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ALEBEH BEENHABD EOBEL'S EIEE 

The purpose of this little book is to give a 
short aud autheutic account of the books 
and persons of the Nobel Prize "Winners in 
Literature. But at the very outset we deem it 
proper to relate the wonderful career of Alfred 
Bernhard Nobel whose very name now inspires the 
hearts of many inventive scientists and thought- 
provoking winters. Since Hr. Babindranath 
Tagore and Sir G. V. Baman, the two illustrious 
sons of India, have carried the Nobel-laurels to 
our shores, the name of Alfred Nobel has almost 
become a household word in India. It may 
appear very strange to many people that Alfred 
Nobel, the inventor of Dynamite, should ever 
think of allotting a Peace Prize, Those who 
closely study the life of Alfred Nobel, will 
find that his love for explosives came down 
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from father to son. As a hoy takes pleasure 
in fireworks so he and his brothers took pleasure 
la high explosives. But they never meant any 
harm ; they wanted the weapon of death to he 
rather a source of life. Alfred Nobel’s ex- 
plosives were originally intended for the develop- 
ment of the mining ^ m^ the world, 

such as, the removal of the mountains that 
obstruct the path ; blasting of the rock and earth 
that separate the ocean ; setting up of a net- 
work of railways. To their uses as armament 
or munitions of war, his mind turned later. 

Nobel was fully convinced that Science by 
making war more destructive, more Horrible, 
would make war next to impossible. His own 
view is embodied in the following lines which he 
wrote to Bertha von Suttner when she ‘pressed 
him hard to attend the Berne P^ce Congress, 
in 1892 : — 

“ My factories may end war sooner than your 
congresses. On the day when two army corps 
will be able to destroy each other in one second, 
all civilized countries will recoil firom war in 
horror and disband their armies.” 



ALFRED BERNHARD NOBEL’s LIFE 

The World-War of 1914 has amply testified to 
what he said so far baek as in 1892, This 
war has forcibly brought upon all the para- 
mount Powers of the world to determine the 
Question of “ Disarmament ” which is a new 
thing in the pages of the history of the 
world. Who will deny that Alfred Nobel, the 
inrentor of Dynamite, had the visions of a 
prophet ? 

Alfred Nobel was born at Stockholm on 
Qotober 21, 1833. His father, Immanuel Nobel 
was himself an eminent engineer and inventor. 

‘ Ply wood ’ which is now so extensively used in 
making furniture and other useful wooden articles 
was one of Immanuel’s inventions. He wanted to 
employ this Plywood for a novel purpose. He 
devised a coffin that a dead person coming to 
life while closed in it could raise the lid which 
was provided with airhcdes and had a bell 
with a cord attached for communication with 
the living world. Such a person could never 
stick to one place ahd as he was anxious to 
come in contact with the Hussian Hovernment, 
so in 1837 he emigrated with his family to 
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St. Petersberg. There he soon attracted the 
attention of the Russian GoTemment by his 
highly deTeloped sabmarines and subterranean 
mines. The Bus.sian Government rewarded him 
handsomely to enable him to set up a laboratory 
for carrying on his experiments further. 

Immanuel with his sons now devoted his 
whole time and energy in improving the quality 
of explosives and made many successful experi- 
ments with that object in the preparation of 
nitro-glycerine. The credit for inventing nitro- 
glycerine is given to an Italian scientist, 
Sobrero, who in 1847 treated glycerine with 
nitric acid and produced nitro-glycerine, which 
‘won a tragic notoriety under the name of 
blasting oh. Por it was a very delicate chemical 
compound, and it exploded with the least 
shock-- — A ship carrying some of the oil to 
Chili was blown up ; and the event caused such 
a sensation that it seemed as though the use of 
nitro-glycerine would be entirely forbidden 
throughout the civilised world.’* At such a 
juncture Ali&red Nobel appeared on the scene and 

*Harmsworth’s Popuiar Science, Vol, IV. P. 2402, 
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applied Jiimself to remedy that defect. He 
perceived the necessity of transforming blasting 
oil into a solid, and with that purposej he mixed 
it with a sand (Kieselgnrh), that absorbed its own 
weight of the explosive. In 1862 he patented it 
as Dynamite, But a tale of tragedy is attached 
to this invention. One day while he wp making 
experiments with the deadly compound, a terrible 
explosion took place in his manufactory in 
which his youngest brother, Oscar, to whom he 
was devotedly attached, lost his life. 

But Nobel was not yet content with what he 
discovered. He wanted a substance which by 
-mi-yin g with nitro-glycerine would form some 
kind of paste, he tried with several kind of 
chemicals, to get the desired substance, but to 
no effect. One day the luck turned in his 
favour under peculiar eiroumstanoes. While 
carrying on his usual experiments, he acci- 
dentally cut his finger when he immediately 
applied a few drops of collodion to form a plaster 
on the skin. It just flashed out in his mind 
why he should not mix some collodion with 
nitro-glycerine and see the result. Collodion 
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is notMng ljut some gun-cotton dissolTed 
in ethei*, •wiien tMs solution is combined with 
' camphor, it becomes celluloid. Nobel omitted 

camphor and obtained a mixture of gun-cotton 
and nitro-glyeerine which when tried was found 
' exceedingly safe and at the same time very 

powerfiil. With farther modification it was 
patented in 1876 as blasting gelatine. 

Yet another important invention Nobel was 
destined to make. By increasing the proportion 
of nitro-cellnlose in its combination with nitro- 
glycerine he invented the smokeless powder 
which is now used in every country and in 
every army. 

In 1866 a regular company was started at 
Hamburg und^ the name of Nobel & Go. This 
company had some German partners. Six 
years later a Breneh Company was formed of 
which Nobel was Ihe sole proprietor. This French 
Company set up a branch at Borto-Yendres 
on the Mediterranean. Another branch 
was set up in Scotland at Ardeer ‘ where 
it is said a tenth part of all the nitro-glycerine 
employed throughout the world is prepared.* 
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ALFEED BEENHARD NOBBL’s LIFE 

Nobel subsequently united with, bis elder 
brothers in founding a company for developing 
the oil wells of Baku, Alfred Nobel and his 
brothers though earned huge sums of money 
every year, were never loth to spend money, 
whether big or small, for the regeneration of the 
world. 

Volumes would be necessary to chronicle 
the life of such a person. To add here anything 
more lies within the scope of a proper biography 
by some competent biographers. Happily such 
biographers have already been found in H. 
SchuckandE. Sohlman. The Jdfe of Alfred 
Nobel (Heinemann : 21s. net) has been written 
by them with great tact and sympathy. 

Alfred Nobel, when once asked by one of 
his brothers, Ludwig, to write his autobiography, 
he wrote thus : 

“Alfred Nobel : His miserable existence should 
have been terminated at birth by a humane 
doctor as he drew his first howling breath. 
Principal virtues ; keeping his nails clean and 
never being a burden to anyone. Principal 
faults : that he has no family, is bad tempered 
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and lias a poor digestion. One and only wish : 
not to he huried alive. Greatest sin: that he- 
does not worship Mammon. Important events, 
in his life : none.” 

Though written in playfulness, there is 
nothing untrue in it. These are the sincerest 
expressions coming straight from the hearts 
It may he stated here that Nohel’s father did 
not survive long after Oscar’s death. We have 
already related elsewhere that Oscar met a 
violent death in a terrible explosion. His mother 
however, died at an advanced age. When- 
ever he was &ee from his multifarious duties, he 
devoted all his attention to the care and comforts 
of his aged mother. Such a model son is rarely 
to he seen. He renaained unmarried to the end of 
his life, and was, therefore, free to dedicate his 
life to the services of his country and fellowmen. 

He was extremely hind and generous to his 
workmen whose number amounted to some 
25 , 000 . 

He made no distinction between the Swedish 
and the Norwegians, and in consequence he 
entrusted the award of the prizes for Science 
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uiider Ms foundation to tlie loarned ■ institiitionB 
of , Ms ''coiintrynien and left tho responsiMe task 

of awarding tlie prize for peace to the Norwe- 
gians. 

Hebequeathed an immense fortune, nearly 
£2,000,000, ( the total sum amounted to 

46^000,000 francs, ) that after reductions by 
taxation, etc., realised about £1,680,000. That 
sum invested at 3 per cent, brought in about 
£50,000 per annum, or £10,000 for each of its 
five prizes. Owing to deductions arising fcom 
the cost of administration and other expenses, 
the sum yearly allotted to each prize does not 

exceed £8,000 which he disposed of in the follow- 
ing way : “ The capital should be transformed 

to^a fund of which the yearly interest should 
be distributed in prizes to those, who, during 
the year preceding their award, had benefited 
mankind the most. The interest of the capital 
was to be divided into five equal parts, of which 
one part should be bestowed on the person, who 
had made the most important discovery or 
improvement in physics ; a second part was to 
be bestowed for a similar success in chemistry ; 
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a third was reserved for the greatest 
discovery in physiology or medicine, a fourth 
should be bestowed on the man of letters, whose 
works were the most remarkable from the ideal 
point of -view ; and a fifth part was to be 
given to the most efficient promoter of the 
fraternization of nations and of abolition or 
diminution of standing armies, who had also 
been the most active in assembling and 
popularizing peace congresses. The prizes for 
physics and chemistry should both be awarded 
by the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm. The 
prize for physiology or medicine was to be 
conferred by the Caroline Medical Institute 
on the same capital. The prize for literature 
should be decided by the Swedish Academy, 
while the champion of peace should be rewarded 
by a Committee of five persons that were to 
be appointed by the Norwegian Parliament.” 
*‘Itismy express wish," so Nobel worded his 
testament, “ that in the distribution of the 
prizes, nationality should not be taken into 
consideration, so that the worthiest may gain 
the prize, whether he be Scandinavian or not.” 
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Eor further details please see “ Statutes of 
the Nohel Foundation” given elsewhere in this 
hook. 

Alfred Nohel died on the tenth of Decem- 
her, 1896 at San Eemo. 


NOBEL CENTENARY 

In connection with the Nobel Centenary, 
the following resume of his life has appeared in 
the * Scientific American ’ of October, 1933 : 

» October 21, 1933, marks the Centenary of 
the bh'th of Alfred Bernhard Nobel at Stock- 
holm, SAveden. Volumes would be necessary to 
chronicle his life and adeq^uately appraise the 
tremendous contributions his work has made 
and continues to make to world progress. 

“In 1893, when the University of Upsala 
conferred upon Nobel the honorary degree of 
doctor of philosophy, the request for his 
autobiography resulted in this brief memoir : 
* The undersigned was born October 21,1833 ; 
he acquired his knowledge in private studies, 
and did not attend any secondary school. He 
devoted himself particulary to applied chemistry. 
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-and discovered explosives known tinder the 
names of dynamite, and smokeless powder, called 
ballistite and G. 89. Since 1884, he has been 
a member of the Royal Society (London), and 
the Soeiete des Ingbaiem's Civils in Paris. Since 
1880, he has been a Elnight of the Nordstjarne 
Order. He is an officer of the Legion of Honor. 
Sole publication ; a lecture in the English 
lanscuaate, which was awarded a silver medal.’ 

" Equally as brief, but justly claiming more 
for Nobel than he did in the sketch prepared by 
himself, is the summary of his life and notable 
activities in the History of the Explosives 
Industry in America, from which is quoted as 
follows: ‘ Alfred Bernhard Nobel (1833 — 1896) 
was a world-renowned genius. He was born in 
Sweden ; educated in America and Russia; the 
founder of the high explosives industry ; the 
first successfully to manufacture and use 
nitro-glycerine as a blasting agent ; discoverer of 
dynamite, one of the greatest boons to the 
advancement of civilization the world has known 
since the printing press was invented ; and 
resident dynamite manufacturer in Sweden, 
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Germany, Great Britain, Branee, and Italy. 
The great need of improved explosives in his 
time is shown by the ease with which he estab- 
lished explosives factories in every prominent 
mining and industrial country of that date. 
Nobel also invented blasting-gelatine, gelatine- 
^yaamite, and a smokeless powder called ballis- 
^iic****** 

“ Nobel made a large fortune in Bussian oil 
and, at his death in 1896, left 9,000,000 dollars 
for the founding of the Nobel Prize lund. 
The interest on the money is used yearly for 
five awards of approximately 40,000 dollars 
each, to those judged to have contributed 
most to the benefit of mankind- during the 
preceding year by achievements in chemistry, 
physics, medicine, literature, and peace. 


THE STORY OF THE. 
FIRST PEACE-PRIZE 
AWARD <8> <8> 

{CEREMONY OE CHRISTIANIA) 



OEEEMONT OP OHRISTIAmA 

We liare already mentioned that Nobel 
entrusted the Norwegians the responsible task 
of adjudging the prize for peace. The ceremony 
of the distribution of the prize for peace ^ which 
took place for the first time at Christiania, the 
Norwegian Capital, on the 10th of December, 
1901 was not only impressiTe but also was yery 
first of its kind. Mr. Arthur L. Holmes, the 
writer of the “ Ceremony of Christiania” and 
the “Ceremony of Stockholm” was personally 
present at one of these Ceremonies. His 
articles on the festiyals, written on the spot 

and for the first time published in the ‘ Calcutta 
Eeyiew ’ of 1902 will be read even now with 
interest by all scholars. 

Mr. Arthur L. Holmes in describing the 

Ceremony of Christiania says that 

wegian capital had long anticipated it with 
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a certain feeling of pride. The Parlia- 
ment of Norway had been entrusted with the 
honourable task of choosing the Committee that 
should award the prize for peace, the great and 
novel feature of the Nobel-foundation. It was 
the general opinion that Dunant, the originator 
of the Red-Cross of Geneva, would he the 
successful candidate. Though the Red-Cross 
had been conspicuous on every field of battle 
that had been fought within the last quarter of 
a century, yet the noble name of its designer 
was all but forgot. It was rumomred that he 
was in straitened circumstances, neglected and 
forlorn, there was the more reason therefore 
for a splendid and substantial recognition of his 
i^rvices to succour his declining years. Still 
there was a doubt about his success ; however 
meritorious was his work in mitigating the 
horrors of war by his care for the wounded, 
he had not directly laboured to abolish stand- 
ing armies, or to assemble Peace-Conferences, 
as the r^ulation for the award of the prize 
prescribed ; yet through his humanity for the 
wounded irrespective of nationality, it could 
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be said ^ tkat he had indirectly promoted the 
fraternity of nations. 

The name of Passy was also mentioned m 
connection with the prize for peace, and the 
supposition that the award would ignore neither 
of these candidates was justified by the event. 

The town had the aspect of a quieti fete. 
The festivity was enhanced by the presence of 
the German fleet that had arrived a few days 
before. It was the most powerful fleet that had 
ever approached Christiania, and it was the 
object of general interest, even if the immense 
battle-ships did not harmonize with the peaceful 
character of the occasion. The actual cere- 
mony commenced at the unusually early hour 
of 10 o’clock in Storthing ov Norwegian 
House of Parliament. Nearly all its members 
were present, and the majority bore the national 
order, the Cross of St. Olaf with its broad 
majenta ribband. As the ladies who were 
present wore a quiet morning toilette, the cross 
and ribband were perhaps the sole ornamental 
features of the festival that was distinguished 
by its sober character, by the complete absence 
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of all pomp, especially of the pomp of war, an 
absence that was in harmony with the great 
homage paid to peace. Not a uniform was to 
be seen. Even Prince Henry of Eussia, the 
brother of the German Emperor, wore plain 
■clothes. TheEoyal Eamily was represented by 
Prince Charles, the King’s third son, and Princess 
Ingeberg ( of Denmark ), his wife. 

The committee, to whom the task devolved 
■of awarding the prize, took their places in front 
of the speaker’s desk. That body, which, as we 
have already mentioned, consisted of five 
members, included, Steen, the Norwegian 
Prime Minister, Loevland, one of the Minis- 
ters of State, and Bjornson, the poet. 

The speaker ( Ar. Berner ) opened the cere- 
mony with a pithy speech : “The Norwegian 
people, ” he said, “ has ever been minded to 
maintain its independence, and has ever been 
willing to defend it. But at the same time a lively 
inclination and deshe for peace has permeated 
that people. In peace and good understanding 
with other nations our country has wished to 
work for its intellectual and material develop- 
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mcni Tkis main tliougkt has repeatedly and 
with increasiag force found expression throng 
hlorway’s Parliament. 

“Time after time that Parliament has pro- 
nounced in favour of the conclusion of treaties 
of peace and arbitration with foreign 
in order to prevent disputes from being^ decided 
by an apxreal to arms and to ensure a li^hteous 
decision by peaceable ways. i ^ 

“tVe may well .believe that this inclination 
and livelv desire of the l^orwegian people for 
peace, and a good understanding between nations, 
a sentiment which has thus found expression 
througli om Kaiionea Assembly 
Dr Alfred Nobel to confide to the Parhamen 
of Norway through the agency of five chosen 

men the honourable task of awarding the 

prize to the man who has shown ^ that h® 
is most deserving through his labours in behal 
of peace and brotherhood among nations. 

« To-day when the prize for peace is to be 
awarded for the first time, our thoughts turn 
in reverent gratitude towards the man, who 
was high-miaded enough, and had foresight 
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enough to raise the great problems of ciTiliza- 
tion,— -and among them in the first rank the 
work for peace and fraternity of nations, — to 
the foremost place of honour. It us our hope 
that what he has done to promote this great 
object may lead to a result that will correspond 
to the giyer’s noble intention.” 

The Chairman of the Nobel-Committee then 
announced that it awarded the prize for peace 
to Hem’i Dunant and* Frederic Passy, who 
should share its yalue. 

After a few additional words by the speaker 
of the house in which he expressed the hope 
that the eyent of that day “ might encourage the 
nations and in the first place national assemb- 
lies to strive through co-operation to promote 
peace and arbitration between the peoples ” 
the brief ceremony came to an end, amid the 
approval of the spectators at the choice of 
the Committee. The whole affair, which scarcely 
lasted half an hour, was distinguished by its 


HENEI DUNAKT & EBEDBRIC PASSY 

The career of Henri Hunant that was hound 
up in the foundation of the Bed-Cross Society, 
has already heen indicated. With regard to 
Erederio Passy, who shared the prize, we may 
mention that he was horn at Paris in 1822 
(he is therefore a little older than Hunant who 
was horn in 1828, at Geneva). He was educated 
as a jurist, hut early devoted his attention to 
the study of scientific and economical questions- 
At the age of twenty-six he wrote a hook, in 
which the reforms that during the last decades 
have taken place in Erench schools were 
advocated. With the help of a few colleagues 
he established a course of leotm-es on political 
and social questions and travelled through the 
Erench provinces in order to deliver them. 
He aoquhed great consideration among his 
countrymen in that way. It was partly owing' 
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to the iiofluence his talented pen exercised that 
war was aveided between Prance and Prussia 
about Luxemberg towards the close of the 
Empire. He then founded the “ international 
and permanent league of peace,” the name of 
which was changed later to “ the French 
Union of the Friends of Peace ” at the head 
of which society he continued to preside. He 
has always laboured for the cause of peace as 
well as for the diffusion of knowledge and 
enlightment. He was one of the first to conceive 
the thought that the parliament of the world 
should unite to avert war. He was thus the 
principal founder of the Interparliamentary 
Union of Peace and Arbitration, was its, first 
president in 1888 and 1889 and has always been 
one of its most active members. 

In this connection, it will not be out of place 
to mention here that “ Provision is made that 
-any prize rnay be reserved for one year ; if not 
then distributed, the amounts revert to the 
main fund, or special reserves for each seotiom 
The peace prize has been reserved most frequently 
and special Nobel institues have been created 
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from the surplus funds. Another provision is : 
‘ The amount allotted to one prize may he 
divided equally between two works submitted, 
should each of such works be deemed to merit a 
prize.’ In 1904 the peace prize was awarded 
to the Institute of International Law, which 
marked the beginning of bestowing a prize 
upon a society rather than an individual.”* 


* Ency. Britannica, 14th edition. 
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CBREMONY OF STOCKHOLM 

Mr. Arthur L. Holmes was present at the 
Ceremony of Christiania and for that reason 
was preTented from attending the proceedings 
at Stockholm. But he says that the Ceremony 
of Stockholm was far longer and more elaborate 
than the Ceremony that took place on the same 
day at Christiania. There were four prizes to he 
awarded ; the uTunber of the candidates was 
of course larger ; and instead of one small 
legislative body, represented by a single Com- 
mittee there were three learned bodies, repre- 
sented by as many Committees, that participated 
in the award. The large hall of the Academy 
of Music was the scene of the festival.. 
The most distinguished members of Stockholm 
Society, including the Crown-Prince attended 
.and the interest of the occasion was still further 
enhanced by the presence of the prize winners 
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with the exception of the Erench poet, who had. 
won the palm for literature. 

The Ceremony commenced with a festival 
overture that was conducted by the Chief Court 
Director of Music, Bostrom, the Prime Minister, 
and President of the Nobel-foundation, next 
addressed the company in a long speech 'in 
which he pointed out the merits of the founder* 
Wirsen, a poet and member of the Swedish 
Academy ( that corresponds to the Drench Aca- 
demy ), then recited a poem of his own composi- 
tion in which he feelingly aUuded to the honour 
and responsibility that had befallen Sweden 
through the nobility of her great son. A choir 
of men’s voices under the leadership of a second 
musical director, sung one of the favourite songs 
of Sweden and the award of the prizes began. 

The first was the prize- for physics. Odhuer, 
the President of the Swedish Academy of 
Science, announced that Wilhelm Konrad 
Eoentgen was the successful candidate owing 
to the discovery with which his name is knitted 
— of the Eoentgen rays, or as their discoverer 
preferred to call them of the X-rays. 
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In the course of Ms address the President 
remarked that the real nature of the radiation of 
energy was still unknown, hut that many 
characteristic qualities of that energy had 
been discovered first by Eoentgen and subse- 
quently by other physicists who had devoted 
their researches to the subject. He thought that 
there was little doubt, but that the physical 
sciences would make far more extensive acquisi- 
tions, when that peculiar form of energy was 
more adequately investigated and its wide sphere 
thoroughly examined. He remarked in conclu- 
sion that the reward of the discovei’er with a 
Nobel prize must be considered in an eminent 
grade corresponding to the legator’s views. 
He then addressed Roentgen, who sat in the 
platform with the remaining prize winners, 
and taking Ms hand, led him off to the Crown- 
Prince, who amid prolonged applause handed to 
the famous discoverer a diploma in an artistic 
bindina:. 


Odhuer next announced that the prize for 
chemistry was awarded to Jacobus Henricus 
Van’t Hoff for Ms epoch-making work in 
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osmositio pressure and chemical dynamics. 
"Through his investigations,” continued the 
speaker “ of the theory of atoms and on the 
subject of molecules, Van’t Hoff has made the 
most important discoveries for the theory of 
chemistry that have been made since Dalton’s 
time. 

“ Dirst -with regard to the theory of atoms 
Van’t HofP, adherhig to a thought omitted* by 
Pasteur had established the hypotheses of fixed 
rallying points* geometrically arranged in space, 
for elementary atoms ; and that view as regards 
carburets, led to the theory of the asymmetry 
■of carbonic atoms and to the foundation of 
stereo chemistry, Van’t Hoff’s discoveries in 
the theory of molecules were even more 
complete. The law, which is named after the 
Italian Avogadro and which determined that 




the number of gasmolecules in a given volume 
are alike for all gases, if the pressure and the 
temperature are the same, was developed 
through Van’t Hoff’s investigations, so that 

• In Swedish antagringspunhter : apparently a 
neologism, signifying literally ‘ building up ’ or cons, 
tructing. 
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j it liol<fe equally good for matter in solution; | 

provided that the pressure in the latter, the f 

so-called osmositic pressure, is taken into 
consideration in the same way that it is 
with gas pressure. He demonstrated the 
U, identity of gas pressure and osmositic 
pressure ; and therewith the identity of the 
molecule in a gaseous state with the molecule 
in a solution ; whereby the molecular theory 
gained a consistency and validity that had not 
previously been suspected. He found, too, the 
expression for the chemical balance in trans- 
formations, and the electric motory force that 
reaction can produce ; he explained, too, the 
transitions between the elements’ various modi- 
fications, between hydrates with different pro- 
portions of water, the formation of double salts, 
i etc., etc. 

>. etjgy application of these simple principles 

originally derived from mechanics and thermal 
dynamics, Van’t Hoff has been one of the 
founders of chemical dynamics. His investiga- 
tions have essentially promoted the immense 
development of physical chemistry ; and in 
that sphere his discoveries have been met by 
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tlie great contribution that other researchers, 
even in our country,* have made in electro- 
chemistry, and in the theory of chemical reaction. 
New and vast prospects have thus been opened 
for researches in natoal science. In another 
respect the elucidation of the status in solutions 
has induced the greatest practical results of 
which the advantage for manMnd will be best 
perceived, when we reflect that chemical reactions 
principally take place in solutions, and that the 
vital functions of living organisms are maintained 
through the transformations of matter that are 
effected in the solutions.” 

The next prize awarded was for medicine. 
Count Moerner, the Eector of the Caroline 
Institute at Stockholm and the Secretary of the 
Nobel-Committee appointed by that body, 
addressed the audience in a long speech, iu 
which after referring to the interest that Nobel 
took in medical science, and the imexampled 
progress that that science had made in the second 
half of last century, which had been so firuitful 
- in brilliant discoveries, he remarked that though 
•Sweden. 
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it was not possible even to indicate them by 
name, “it may be permitted me to mention 
bacteriology, and to remind you of Pasteur, 
the founder of that great system, — of Robert 
Koch, who, in the same department, has made 
such brilliant discoveries — of Lister, who has 
'W opened the way for the beneficent application 
of the new science to surgery” He emphasized 
! the importance of bacteriology not only for 

j surgery but for medicine. “ Through our know- 

j ledge of Sacifma as the /offerers of disease, and 

I through our insight into their conditions of 

I existence, the possibility has been disclosed of 

I controlling disease even in cases in which baeteria 

\ have already succeeded in winning a firm foot- 

i hold, and in developing themselves within the 

' organism. And the most brilliant example of 

what has hitherto been attained in that respect 
is offered in diphtheria. 

"‘i?* ' ■” ■ 

i “ So far back as the knowledge of human 

I disease can be traced, diphtheria, and the 

I variety of that disease, quinsy, has been 

one of the scourges of humanity. At times, 

I indeed, it has diminished, so that it has apparently 
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died out but always after the elapse of 
sometiuie, it has flickered up again, and often 
spread as a devastating epidemic of greater or 
less extent. For several decades it has now 
prevailed in the various countries of the civilized 
world.” He then alluded to the terrible ravage 
of diphtheria in previous ages, and remarked 
that at the present time it was comparatively 
free from danger owing to the excellent weapon 
with which they were now armed against 
it. 

“ The year 1883 marks a turning point in 
the history of diphtheria. It is true that before 
that date the opimpn had been held by a few 
that diphtheria was a disease, which was owing 
to baoteria, but on the other hand that view 
was contested by eminent specialists. There 
was, however, no positive knowledge in the 
subject, and the scientific explanation of problem 
was still lacking. Still less could it be said 
that we possessed any positive knowledge of 
the kind of parasite which fostered the disease.” 

In that year Loeffler completed his com- 
prehensive and extremely important research 
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on the bacteria of diphtheria ; and that worh has 
laid the foundation of the jfurther development 
of the theorv of the disease. Throuo-h Loeffler’s 
■vork the enemy was thus compelled to throw 
off his mask, and he discloses his mode of 
varfare. To turn the enemy's weapon against 
himself was reserved for subseq[uent labours. 

The bacteria fostering the disease produce in 
general poisons, and by then* means infect 
the individual in which they are developed. 
It is on account of these poisons that bacteria 
become so dangerous. It has, however, showed 
itself that under advantageous conditions the 
poisons could cause the organism to foster 
substances, that would render them innocuous 
and even counteract the bacterid! s development. 
The individual in whom such a state of 
“immunity” has developed itself can become 
unsusceptible for the bacteriwm in question, 
and at the same time be able to resist the 
effect of the poisons it generates. Science has 
succeeded in taking another step, that is of 
the utmost practical importance both with 
regard to diphtheria and other diseases. Blood 
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hraaoTir, — the matter that is called hlood serum, 
—taken from an individual who has acquired 
immunity against the poison of a certain 
baoterkm can, by its introduction into another 
individual’s organism, enable him to resist that 
bacterium and its ravages. It is upon this 
principle, that modern serum-therapeutics are 
grounded. It is in combating diphtheria that 
^(?rM?»-therapeutics have hitherto in the fore- 
most place won such brilliant results ; its 
importance is not, however, limited to that 
disease, but stretches infinitely beyond it. The 
sphere, that through the development of serum- 
therapeutics has been opened to research is 
therefore — for the present time— -beyond the 
power to survey. In that sphere much has 
been already done, and we are justified in 
expecting far greater progress. 

It is to the pioneer of this new path of 
medical research, to Professor Emil von Behring, 
that the Caroline Institutes Preceptors’ College, 
has decided to award the Medical Nobel-prize 
of the year. 
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Jls Coimt Moerner has dwelt so little on 
the actual career of Emil von Behring, we 
will venture to add a few words : He was born 
at HansdorfP in the year 1854, obtained the 
degree of M.D. in 1878, and seiwed as a Military 
Doctor in Posen, Borr and Berlin, until he 
became (in 1889) an Assistant of the Hygienical 
Institute of the German Capital. 

His great life-work was devoted to sertmi- 
therapeutic. In the year 1890 he prepared an 
effective serum against tetanus and shortly after 
he succeeded in producing a diphtheria semm, 
that is both prophylactic and curative in its 
effect. Numerous experiments have subsequent- 
ly shown that this serum was as easy to apply 
as it was innocuous in its results. Eor his work 
on that subject “Enldeckurg der Atiologischen 
Oder Blutserum-terapis” (discovery in etiology or 
blood serum therapeutics) he received a prize 
of £1,800 from the Paris x4.cademy of Medicine, 
at the same time as his Erench colleague and 
precursor Boux ; and a prize of £2,000 from 
the Academy of Sciences ( L’Institut ) in the 
same capital. Behring handed over his prize 
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to the State with the view of encouraging 
further research in sm«m-therapeutics. He 
subsequently published some classical and epoch- 
making works on the origin of contagious diseases 
and on their treatment and on the fruitful 
result of bacteriology for internal medicines. 


The prize for literature was the last on the 
list. Wirsen to whom it fell to announce the 
award, remarked that literature also owed a 
debt of gratitude to Nobel, the award of the 
Nobel prize for that subject offered especial 
difficulties : “ Literature was a comprehensive 
term. The Nobel statutes prescribe that under 
that head, where it was a question of defining the 
subjects for which a prize should be offered, not 
only belles-lettres, but other branches that have 
literary merit through their own form and 
style should be included. But thus the field was 
enlarged and the difficulties were increased. 
If it be already difficult to decide, when the 
candidates have equal merit, whether the 
prize should be awarded to a lyric, or epic, 
or dramatic poet, the task is still further 
complicated, when it imports to make a choice 
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"between the merits of a distinguished historian 
or a great philosopher, or a gifted bard.” 
Many excellent proposals had been made to 
the Swedish Academy with regard to the 
choice of candidates, but that body had 
selected from among the names of many who 
were almost equal in talent, one name that in 
their opinion should take precedence in the 
present occasion. It has awarded the first 
Nobel Prize for Literature to the “ poet and 
thinlcer” Sully Prudhomme, member of the 
Prench Academy. 

A few formalities ensued and the novel and 
momentous ceremony came to a conclusion. In 
the evening a banquet took place at which the 
prize winners were present, with the exception 
to which we have alluded. The Swedish Premier, 
Bostrom, drank the health of the King and 
Crown-Prince, the latter, in the course of his 
reply, thanked the Nobel-Conunittee for their 
responsible laboiws in which the whole civilized 
world had sympathized with high hopes and 
followed with an interest that was so well 
gi’ounded. Wirsen made a speech in honour of 
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Sully Pradhoumiej and turning to M. Marchand, 
the French: Minister at Stodihobn, he bessed 
him to bring a greeting to the French Academy 
from its Swedish sister, that was now rejoiced to 
send from the land of Tegner and Geijer, prize of 
honoiu* to the land of Eacine, Corneille, and 
Victor Hugo, 

Professor Behring, the winner of the prize 
for medicine, in reply to a speech of Count 
Moerner, laid stress on the greatness inherent 
to the Swedish national genius; it found an 
expression in ancient saga, in storied feats of 
war, and also in the present great work of 
peace. 

Professor Cleve, the President of the Hobel- 
Committee, elected by the Swedish Academy 
of Science, to award the prize for chemistry, 
addressing Van’t Hoff emphasized the fact 
that that prize was not bestowed merely for 
discoveries, but also for new theories, and at 
the same time cited Van’t Hoff as illustrating 
the power of theories. The latter thanked the 
Swedish men of science, who had aided him 
in his researches and more particularly 
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Professor Oleve Petterson and Arrhenius. Ho 
reminded his hearers that one of his most 
important treatises was puhlished in the transac- 
tions of the Swedish Academy of Science. 

Professor Roentgen^ the winner of the prize 
for physics, made an interesting speech. “Prom 
his childhood,” he said “ he had been more 
familar with Norse Mythology than with 
Greek. He had always been impressed with 
the saga and adventure therein, and now he 
experienced himself a new adventure of a 
Norse Saga. It seemed like a dream, hut it 
was a joyful reality. 

“To-day the heir of a royal and popular 
house bestowed splendid prizes, presented by a 
son of the people, at the proposal of Swedish 
scientific men. In that noble co-operation of 
the royal house, of the people, and of men of 
science, the speaker perceived that which was 
peculiarly and honorably Scandinavian 
{ NordisJe ). "S-Q would openly admit that he 
had not thought that he would be recollected 
in the award of the prize, but now that it was 
adjudged to him, he desired to explain that he 
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intended to derote it in the spirit of the founder 
to the disinterested assistance of the further 
development of science.” 

So ended the festival, perhaps the most 
■originally humane of modern times. But would 
we apprise it truly, we must soar in imagina- 
tion beyond the day far into the future ; year 
after year, the champion of peace encouraged 
by a splendid tribute, will strive still more 
unweariedly for that sacred cause ; the devoted 
physician will be enabled to triumph over 
inveteate diseases that now scourge the human 
race ; the great chemist will find help to make 
discoveries that will influence our destiny ; 
physicists will solve problems that bafided un- 
aided geniuses ; and last but not least, the poet 
ignoring a vitiated task, will have strength to 
raise aloft the noble banner of idealism that 
points ever upward and onward. Chill proverty 
will no longer ‘ freeze tlie genial current of the 
soul’ of the world’s greatest benefactors ; and men 
may look back on the tenth day of December 
Anno Domini 1901, as the dawn of a brighter 
era, the morning gleam of the century. 
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Ottb readers who might -wish, to compete for 
a Nobel prize shoixM address themselves in order 
to obtain the necessary information : — 

1. Por the prize for peace to the Secretary 
of the Nobel-Committee, Christiania, 
Norway. 

2 A S. Por the prize for chemistry and 
physios to the Secretary of the Nobel 
Committee of the Eoyal Academy of 
Science in Stoclcholm. 

4. Por the prize for medicine to the Secret- 
ary of the Nobel-Committee of KaroUm- 
Jm Imtihitet Sit 

5. Por the prize for literature to the Secret- 
ary of the Nobel-CoAunittee of the 
Sw^edish Academy in the last named 
capital. 
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It is req^uired by the regulations, of the 
Nobel foundation that all candidates should be 
proposed by the Universities, learned bodies, 
or parliaments of the country to which they 
belong. All proposals by such bodies with a 
view to the competitions of candidates together 
with the treatises or works of the latter must 
be forwarded to the Nobel-Committee concerned 
before February 1st, of the year in which the 
candidates would contend for a prize. 

The award .of the prizes for physics, and 
medicine will not wholly depend on the treatises 
or w orks published in the course of the preceding 
year as the regulations might lead us to suppose. 
Other circumstances, such as the career and the 
labours of the candidate will be taken into- 
consideration. No very hard and fast line will 
be drawn, so as to exclude works or treatises 
published before the year preceding the 
award. It is expected, however that they should 
be very recent something in the natux’e of the 
‘ last thing.’ 
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NOBEL FOUNDATION <8> 

Given at the Palace in Stockholm, on the 29th 
day of Jttne in the year 1900. 

{This authentic mid official translation in English 
is from ‘The Calcutta Review^ 1901.) 



OBJECTS OE THE EOUHDATION 
1 

■ The Nobel Eoundation is based upon the 
last Will and Testament of Hr. Alfred Bernhard 
Nobel, Engineer, which was drawn up on the 
27th day of November, 1895. The paragraph 
of the Will bearing upon this topic is worded 
thus : 

“With the residue of my convertible estate 
I hereby direct my executors to proceed as 
follows They shall convert my said residue 
of property ^ into money, which they shall 
then invest in safe securities ; the capital thus 
secured shall constitute a fund, the interest 
accruing firom which shall be annually awar- 
ded in prises to those persons who shall have 
contributed most materially to benefit mankind 
during the year immediately preceding. The 
jsaid interest shall be divided into five equal 
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amounts, to be apportioned as follows : one 
share to the person who shall hare made the 
most important discovery or invention in the 
domain of Physics ; one share to the person 
who shall have made the most important chemi- 
cal discovery or improvement ; one share to the 
person who shall have made the most impor- 
tant discovery in the domain of Physiology or 
Medicine ; one share to the person who shall 
have produced in the field of Literature the 
most distinguished work of an idealistic 
tendency; and, finally, one share to the person 
who shall have most or best promoted the 

Fraternity of Nations and the Abolishment or 
Diminution of Standing Armies and the 
Formation and Increase of Peace-congresses. 
The prizes for Physics and Chemistry shall 
be awarded by the Swedish Academy of 
Science ( Svenska Tetenskapsakademien ) in 
Stockholm ; the one for Physiology or Medicine 
by the Caroline Medical Institute ( Karolinska 
Institutet) in Stockholm ; the prize for Literature 

by the Academy in Stockholm ( i. e., Svenska 
Akademien ) and that for Peace by a Committee 

of five persons to be elected by the Norwegian 
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Storting. I declare it to be my express desire 
that, in tbe awarding of prizes, no consideration 
wbatever be paid to the nationality of the 
candidates, that is to say, that the most 
deserving be awarded the prize, whether of 
Scandinavian origin or not.” 

The instructions of the Will as above set 
forth shall serve as a criterion for the adminis- 
tration of the Foundation, in conjunction with 
the elucidations and further stipulations 
contained in this Code and also in a deed of 
adjustment of interests amicably entered into 
with certain of the testator’s heirs on the 
5th day of June, 1898, wherein subsequent 
upon the arriving at an agreement with 
reference In a minor portion of the property 
left by Dr. Nobel, they do affirm and 
declare, that : “ By these presents we do 
acknowledge and accept Dr. Nobel’s Will, and 
entirely and under all eiroumstanees relinquish 
every claim for ourselves and our posterity to 
the late Dr. Nobel’s remaining property, and 
to all participation in the administration of 
the same, and also to the possession of any 
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right on our part to urge any criticism upon 
the elucidations of, or additions to, the said 
WiD, or upon any other prescriptions with 
regard to the carrying out of the Will or 
the uses to which the means aecrumg 
from the be<juest are put, which may either 
now or at some future time be imposed 
for observance by the Crown or by those 
who are thereto entitled ; 

Subject, nevertheless, to the following ex- 
press provisoes 

(a) That the Code of Statutes which 
is to serve in common as a guide 
for all the corporations appointed 
to award prizes, and is to deter- 
mine the manner and the condi- 
tions of the distribution of prizes 
appointed in the said Will, 
shall be drawn up in consul- 
tation with a representative nomi- 
nated by Eobert Nobel’s family, 
and shall be submitted to the 
consideration of the King; 
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(S) That deviations from the follow- 
ing leading principles shall not 
occur, viz. : 

That each of the annual prizes founded by 
the said Will shall be awarded at least onee 
during each ensuing five-year period, the first 
of the periods to run from and with the year 
next following that in which the Nobel-Founda- 
tion comes into force, and 

That every amount so distributed in prizes 
in each section shall, under no consideration, 
be less than sixty (60) per cent, of that portion 
of the annual interest that shall be available 
for the award, nor shall the amount be appor- 
tioned to more than a maximum of three (3) 
prizes.” 

2 

By the “Academy in Stockholm, ” as men- 
tioned in the Will is understood the Swedish 
Academy — Svenska Akademien. The term 
“ Literature,” used in the Will, shall be under- 
stood to embrace not only works falling under 
the category of Polite Literature, but also other 
writings, which may claim to possess literary 
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vaiue Ly reason of tijeii* form or their mood 
of exposition. 

The proviso in the Will to the effect that 
for the prize-competition only such works or 
inventions shall he eligible as have appeared 
during the preceding year,” is to be so under- 
stood, that a work or an invention for which 
a reward under the terms of the Will is coP/ 
templated, shall set forth the most modem 
results of work being done in that of the 
departments, as defined in the Will, to which 
it belongs ; works or inventions of older stand- 
ing to be taken into consideration only in case 
their importance have not previously been 
demonstrated. 

3 

Every written work, to qualify for a prize, 
ahallhave appeared in print. 

The amount allotted to one prize may be 
divided equally between two works submitted, 
should each of such works he deemed to merit 
a prize. 
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In cases wliere two or more persons shall 
have executed a work in conjunction, and 
that work be awarded a prize, such prize shall 
be presented to them jointly. 

The work of any person since deceased can- 
not be submitted for award ; should, however, 
ihe death of the individual in question have 
occurred subsequent to a recommendation having 
been made in due course for his work to 
receive a prize, such prize may be awarded. 

It shall fall to the lot of each corporation 
entitled to adjudicate prizes to determine 
whether the prize or prizes they have to 
award might likewise be granted to some 
institution or society. 

6 

No work shall have a prize awarded to it 
unless it has been proved by the test of ex- 
perience or by the examination of experts to 
possess the pre-eminent excellence that is 
manifestly signified by the terms of the Will. 

If it be deemed that not one of the works 
under examination attains to the standard of 
excellence above referred to, the sum allotted 
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for the prize or prizes shall he withheld 
Tintil the ensuing year. Should it even then 
he found impossible, on the same grounds, to 
make any award, the amount in question 
shall he added to the main fund, unless three- 
fourths of those engaged in making the award 
determine that it shall he set aside to form a 
special fund for that one of the five sections, 
as defined hy the Will, for which the amount 
was originally intended. The proceeds of any 
and every such fund may he employed, subject 
to the approval of the adjudicators, to promote 
the objects which the testator ultimately had 
in view in making his bequest, in other ways 
than by means of prizes. 

Every special fund shall be administered in 
conjunction with the main fund. 


Eor each of the four sections in which a 
Swedish corporation is charged with adjudicar- 
tang the prizes, that corporation shall appoint a 
Committee — ^their Nobel-Committee— of three 
or five members, to make suggestions with refer- 
ence to the award. The preliminary investigation 
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necessary for the awarding of prizes in 
the 3?eace-seetion shall be conducted by the 
Committee of the Norwegian Storting, as laid 
down in the Will. 

To be qualified for election on a Nobel- 
Committee it is not essential either to be a 
Swedish subject or to be a member of the 
corporation that has to make the award. On 
the Norwegian Committee persons of other 
nationalities than Norwegian may hare seats. 

Members of a Nobel-Committee may receive 
reasonable compensation for the labour devolving 
upon them as such, the amount to be determined 
by the corporation that appoints them. 

In special cases, where it shall be deemed 
necessary, the adjudicating corporation shall 
have the right of appointing a specialist to 
take part in the deliberations and decisions 
of a Nobel-Committee, in the capacity of a 
a member of the same. 

7 

It is essential that every candidate for a 
prize under the terms of the Will be proposed 
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as such in writing by some duly qualified 
person. A direct application for a prize will 
not be taken into consideration. 

The qualification entitling a person to pro- 
pose anotber for the receipt of a prize consists 
in being a representative, whether Swedish or 
otherwise, of the domain of Science, Literature, 
•etc., in question, in accordance with the detailed 
stipulations obtainable from the corporations 
charged with adjudicating the prizes. 

At each annual adjudication those proposals 
shall be considered that hare been handed in 
during twelve months preceding the 1st day 
of February. 

8 

The grounds upon which the proposal of any 
■candidate’s name is made must be stated in 
writing and handed in along with such papers 
;and other documents as may be there refer- 
red to. 

Should the proposal be written in a langu- 
age other than those of the Scandinavian group, 
'Or than English, French, German or Latin, 
or should the adjudicators, in order to arrive 
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at a deeision upon the merits of a work pro- 
posed, be under the necessity of obtaining infor- 
mation as to the contents chiefly from a worh 
written in a language, for the understanding 
of which there is no expedient save such as. 
involves a great expenditure of trouble or 
money, it shall not be obligatory for the 
adjudicators to pay farther consideration to. 
the proposal. 

9 

On Pounder’s Day, the 10th of December, the 
anniversary of the death of the testator, the 
adjudicators shall make known the results of" 
their award and shall hand over to the winners 
of prizes a cheque for the amount of the 
same, together with a diploma and a medal in 
gold bearing the testator’s effigy and a suitable 
legend. 

It shall be incumbent on a prize-winner, , 
wherever feasible, to give a lecture on the sub- 
ject treated of in the work to which the prize 
has been awarded ; such lecture to take place 
within six months of the Pounder’s Day at 
which the prize was won, and to be given at 
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Stockliolm or, in the ease of the peace prize, 
at Christiania. 

10 

Against the decision of the adjudicators in 
mahiag their award no protest can he lodged. 
If differences of opinion have occurred they 
shall not appear in the minutes of tho pro- 
ceedings, nor he in any other way made public. 

11 

As an assistance in the investigations neces- 
sary for making their award, and for the pro- 
motion in other ways of the aims of the Foun- 
dation, the adjudicators shall possess powers 
to establish scientific institutions and other 
organizations. 

The institutions, etc., so established and be- 
longing to the Foundation, shall be known 
under the name of Nobel-Institutes. 

■■ ■ 12 

Each of the Nobel-Institutes shall be under 
the control of that adjudicating corporation that 
has established it. 
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m. 




As regards its external management and 
its finances a Nobel-Institute shall haTe an 
independent status. Its property is not, how- 
ever, on that account available for defraying 
the expenses of any establishments belonging 
to an adjudicating or any other corporation. 
For is it permissible for any scholar who is 
in receipt of a fixed salary as an official of a 
edish Nobel-Institute to occupy a similar 
position at any other institution at the same 
time, unless the Ejig be pleased to permit it 
in a special case. 

So far as the adjudicators of prizes deem it 
to be feasible, the FobeHnstitutes shall be 
established on one common site and shall be 
organised uniformly. 

The adjudicating corporations are at liberty 
to appoint foreigners, either men or women, 
to posts at the Nobel-Institutes. 

13 

SVom that portion of the income derived 
from the main fund that it falls to the lot of 
each of the five sections annually to distri- 
bute, one-fourth of the amount shall be 
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deducted before the distribution is made. The 
i mm ediate expenses connected with the award 
having been discharged, the remainder of the 
amount deducted as above directed shall be 
employed to meet the expenses of the section in 
maintaining its Nobel-Institute. The money 
which is not absorbed in thus defraying the 
current expenditure of the year, shall form a 
reserve fund for the future needs of the Institute. 



administeation of the 

FOUNEATIOK^ 

14 

The Nobel Foiuidatton shall be represeated 
by a Board of Control, located ia Stockholm. 
Tiie Board shall consist of five members, one of 
whom, the President shall be appointed by the 
King, and the others by the delegates of the 
adjudicating corporations. The Board shall 
e|ect from their own members a Managing 
I)ii*eetor. 

For the member of the Board whom the Kiiiff 
appoints one substitute shall be chosen, and for 
the other members two substitutes. 

Those members of the Board who are elected 
by the delegates of the adjudicators, and also 
their substitutes, shall be appointed to hold 
office for two years, commencing from the 
1st day of May. 
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15 

The Board shall adroiiiister the funds of the 
foundation as well as the other property, real 
and otherwise belonging to it, in so far as such is 
common to all the sections. 

It shall be a function of the Board to hand 
over to the winner of prizes in accordance with 
the rules of the foundation, the prizes so won, 
and besides, to attend to the payment of the duly 
authorized expenses connected with the prize- 
distribution, the Nobel-Institutes and similar 
objects. It shall further be incumbent on the 
Board to be of assistance, in matters that are 
not of a seientiflc character, to all those who 
have to do with the foundation, where help 
be required. 

The Board shall be empowered to engage 
the services of a lawyer to summon or prosecute 
a person or to defend a case on its behalf if 
need arise, and, in general, to act as the legal 
representative of the foundation. The Board 
shall be entitled to engage the assistants who 
may be necessary for the proper discharge of 

66 


STATUTE S OP THE NOBEL FOUNDATION 

its duties, jind also to fix the terns, both as 
i’egai'ds salary and pension, on which such 
assistants shall be remunerated. 

■ 16 . ■ 

The adjudicating corporations shall appoint 
fifteen delegates, for two cml years at a time ; 
of these delegates the Academy of Science 
shall choose six and each of the other bodies 
three. To provide against incouvcuiience from 
the disability of a delegate to serve at any- 
time, the Academy of Science shall a2)point 
four substitutes, and each of the other bodies 
two. 

The delegates shall elect one of their num- 
ber to act as Chairman. That election shall 
be held at a meeting to which the oldest of the 
delegates chosen by the Academy of Science 
shall summon his fellow-deleajates. 

A minimum of nine delegates shall consti- 
tute a (luorum. If any of the adjudicating 
corporations neglect to clioose delegates, that 
shall not prevent the other delegates from 
arriving at a decision on the business before 
them. 
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Siiould a delegate reside at any place other 
than that where the meeting of delegates takes 
place, he shall he entitled to reeeiTe reasonable 
compensation for the expense to which he shall 
have been put in attending the meeting, such 
compensation to be paid from the general funds 
of the Foundation. 

17 

The administi'ation and accounts of the Board 
shall be controlled once every civil year by 
five auditors, of whom each of the adjudicating 
corporations shall elect one and the King appoint 
the fifth ; this last shall act as Chairman at their 
sittings. 

Before the expiration of February every year 
a report coneerniag the administration of the 
Board shall be handed in to the Chairman of 
the auditing committee, which in its turn shall 
bring in its report before the first day of April 
to the delegates of the adjudicating corporations. 

In the Auditors’ Report, which must be 
published in the public newspapers, there shall 
appear a summary of the objects to which the 
proceeds of the several funds have been applied. 
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If any of the adjudicating corporations neg- 
lects to elect an auditoi*, or if any auditor fails 
to appear after haring been summoned to a 
sitting of the xluditing Committee, the other 
auditors shall not be thereby prerented from 
pm’suing their task of auditing. 

■ 18 ' . 

The auditors shall at all times hare access 
to all the books, accounts and other documents 
of the Toundation ; nor shall any information 
they may demand concerning the management 
be withheld by the Board. All the deeds and 
securities belonging to the Foundation shall 
be examined and rerified at least once a year 
by the auditors. 

The Minister of Public Education and 
Worship, either in person or by appointed 
deputy, shall also hare the right of access to all 
the documents belonging to the foundation. 

19 

On the basis of the Auditors’ Eeport the 
delegates of the adjudicators shall determine 
whether the Board shall be held absolred 
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from tkeir responsibility or not, and sball 
take those measures against the Board or any 
member of it for 'tv-Mcb call may arise. If 
no ease be brought up within a year and a day 
of the date wlien the report of the Board was 
handed in to the auditors, the exoneration of the 
Board shall be held to hare been granted. 

20 

Tl^e King shall determine the salary of the 
Managing Director, and also the amount of 
remuneration that shall he given to the other 
members of the Board and to the auditors. 

Kurther instructions as to the management of 
the Foundation not contained in this Code shall 
be issued by the King in special hye-laws. 

21 t 

One-tenth part of the annual income derived 
from the main fund shall be added to the capital. 
To the same fund shall be also added the interest 
accruing from the sums set aside for prizes, 
while they remain undistributed or have not 
been carried over to the main or other (special) 
ftind, as directed in 5. 
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Alte kations in the Code 


A proposition to modify these statutes may 
be made by any of the adjudicating corporations, 
by their delegates, or by the Board. Upon any 
snoh proposition being brought forward by the 
adjudicators or by the Board, the delegates shall 
be required to express an opinion relatiye to it. 

The adjudicators and the Board shall have to 
come to a decision on any proposal made, the Aca- 
demy of Science having two votes and the other 
corporations one each. If there are not at least 
four votes iu favour of a proposition, or if that 
corporation whose rights and authority the 
change proposed affects has not given its assent, 
the proposition shall be regarded as rejected. In 
the contrary case the proposition shall be 
submitted by the Board to the King for his 
consideration. 

The omission on the part of any of those wbo 
are notified in due coui’se of a proposed change, 
to send in any communication, within four 
months of the receipt of the said notification, 
shall not prevent a decision being arrived at. 
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Tempora-by Eegllations 

1. Directly the Code of Statutes of the Foun- 
d.atiou shall have been ratified by the Edng, the 
adjudicators shall appoint the prescribed number 
of delegates to act ixntil the close of the year 
1901; they shall be summoned to meet together 
in Stockholm at the earliest date possible, for the 
purpose of electing the members of the Board of 
Control of the Foundation. 

In determining the jreriod of service of those 
members of the Board who are first appointed, 
the following points are to be observed : firstly, 
that to the time of service laid down by the 
statutes, which commences on 1st May, 1901, the 
time between the date of the election and the day 
named must he added, and secondly, that two 
members of the Board shall be chosen by lot to 
go off again one year afterwards (on May 1). 

2. The Board of Control of the Foundation 
shall assume the management of the property of 
the Foundation at the commencement of the year 
1901 ; subject to the proviso, however, that the 
testatoi’^s executors shall be at liberty to continue, 
during the progress of the year, to take those 
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measures wMcii may still be necessary for the 
tsompletion of the winding np of the estate, so 
far as they find needful. ■ 

3. The first distribution of prizes shall take 
place, if feasible, in 1901, and that in all five 
sections. 


4 From the property possessed by the Foun- 
'<lation there shall be deducted : — 

(a) A sum of 300,000 kronor (about 
£16,556) for each of the five sections, 
1,500,000 kronor in all, to be used, 
along with the interest accruing there- 
from after the first of January 1900, as 
need arises, for defraying the running 
expenses of organising the Nobel- 
Institutes, and 


(5) the sum which the Board, after consul- 
tation with the delegates, may deem 
necessary for procuring a building of 
its own, to embrace ofB,ces for the 
transaction of business and a large hall 
for Founder’s-day celebrations. The 
adjudicators shall be empowered to set 
aside the' 300,000 kronor and interest 
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thereou, mentioned above, or any 
portion of tbe same, on behalf of the 
special funds of the ditfereiit sections. 

To all which Each and Every One, whom it 
may concern, hath to pay dirtiful and obedient 
iieed. To the further eertaintv whereof WE 
Itavo hereby attached OL’ll own signature and 
royal seal. 

At the Palace hi Stockholm, on this the 29th 
day of -June, 1900. 

OSCAE. 

{l. s.) 

Nils Claeson. 


SPECIAL EEGIJLATIONS 
EOE THE SECTION OE LITBRATUEE 
The Nobel Prize in Literature 

The right to nominate a candidate for the- 
prize-competition shall belong to : Members of 
the Swedish Academy and of the Academies in 
Erance and Spain, whicli are similar to it in 
constitution and purpose ; members also of the 
humanistic classes of other academies and of 
those humanistic institutions and societies that 
are on the same footing as academies; and 
teachers of aesthetics, literature and history at 
University Colleges. 

The above regulation shall be publicly an- 
nounced at least once everv five years in some 
official or widely circulated journal in each of the 
three Scandinavian countries and in the chief 
countries of the civilised world. 
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The iSToBEL Ietbrary Institute 

The Academy shall appoml? at its ISiohel- 
Institute, which shall embrace a larse librarv 
chiefly of works in modern literature, not only 
a head-librarian and one or more sub-librarians, 
but also, as far as needed, other officers and 
assistants of literary training, either with 
temporary or permanent posts, to discharge the 
work of preparing questions arising out of the 
prize-competition prior to their treatment by the 
Academy, to draw up reports concerning literary 
works of recent publication in foreign countries 
-and to translate from foreign languages when 
such work is required. 

The ISTobel-Institute of the Swedish Academy 
shall be under the superintendence of an Inspec- 
tor appointed by the Crown, and under the 
immediate management of a member of the 
Academy, to be chosen by that body. 

The Special Fitno For Literature 

The Academy shall be empowered to employ 
the proceeds of the spiecial fund in furthering, in 
such directions as the testator ultimately had in 
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view ia making Ms bequest, any work in the 
fieH of literature, whether carried on in Sweden 
or abroad, that may be considered to possess 
importance more especially in those departments 
of culture which it is the function of the Acade- 
my to tend and foster. 

* # * # 

Special regulations for other sections are also 
given in the Statutes of the Nobel I’oundation, 
but as we are concerned only with the literary 
section, we desist ft’om quoting them here. 


THE OEIGIN OE THE SWEDISH 
ACADEMY 

The Stcedish Academy — (Svenska Academien) 
in Stockholm was founded by King Gustavs III 
on the 20th of March, 1786, when it received 
the statutes of constitution still in force, devotes 
itself to the arts of elocution and poetry, its 
mission being to labour in the interests of the 
preservation of purity, force and elevation of 
diction in the Swedish language both in scientific 
works and, more especially, in those products of 
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pure literature that are embraced under the 
terms poetry and elocution in all their scope, not 
excluding those worts tliat haye the inoulcation 
of religion for their purpose. It is part of the 
tasic of the Acatlemy to prepare for puhlication 
a ylietionary of the Swedish language and 
likewise a grammar, besides issuhig jjapers 
and treatises calculated to establish and 
cultivate good taste. The Academy awards 
annual pi’izes to the winners of competitions in 
elocution and poetry. The membership of the 
Academy is hxed at 18, all being Swedes ; 
the King is its patron. The officials consist of 
a President, a Chancellor, and a Permanent 
beci'ctary, all chosen from among the members. 


CHRONOLOGICAL LIST ^ 
OF NOBEL LAUREATES 



ClIRONOLOGIOAL LIST OP NOBEL 
LAUBEATES 


1901— Sully-Pmdiiomme, Bene 

Armaiid. 

1902 — Mommsen , Tlieodoi* . 

1903 — Bjornson, Bjorustjerne. 

1904— Mistral, Prederie and 

Ecliegaraj, Jose. 

1905 — Sienkiewiez, llenryt. 

1906 — Cardiicci, G-iosue. 

1907 — Kipling, Bmlyard. 

1908 — Eucken, Bndolf. 

1909 — ^Lagerlof, Selma. 

1910 — Heyse, Paul. 

1911 — Maeterlinck, Maurice. 

1912 — ^Hauptmann, Gerliart. 

1913— Tagore, Babindranatli. 
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1914 — No Award. 



1915— Bollandj Romaiu. 

1916 — Toa Heidenstanij Vemer 

1917 — GJellemp, Karl aad 

Poatoppidan, Hearit. 

1918 — ^No award. 

1919— SpittelePj Carl, 

1920— Haaisua, Kaut. 

1921 — Praace, Aaatoie. 

1922^ — Beaayeate, Jaciato. 

1923 — ^Yeats, William Butler. 

1924 — Beymoat, Wladyslaw St. 

1925 — Shaw, George Bernhard. 

1926 — Deledda, Grazia. 

1927 — Bergsoa, Henri. 

1928 — Uadset, Sigrid. 

1929 — Maaa, Thomas. 

1930 — Lewis, Siaelair. 

1931— Karlfeldt, Brih Axel. 

1932 — Galsworthy, John. 

1933 — Bunin, Ivan. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF THE 
NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS 
IN LITERATURE 


< 8 » ^ 



SULLY-PEUDHOMME (1839—1907). 

Sully-Pmdliomme, Eene Prancois Axmand 
PrucUiomBiej Preacli poet, was born on March 
16, 1839 in Paris. He was the only son of bis 
parents. He lost bis father when quite a child. 
He therefore, received the care and attention ot 
his mother in full measure. 

Por his education he was admitted into the 
Lycee Bonaparte, where in due course, he received 
his degree as Bachelier e’s Sciences. Owing to an 
attack of Opthahnia he had to put a stop to his 
academic career. He soon commenced to detest 
this sort of idle life, he, therefore, secured a Job 
in the Schneider Pactorv at Creuzot. Due to his 
highly poetic temperament such a situation could 
never suit him. He was again out of employment. 
He had already commenced to write poetry and 
attracted the attention of inan like Gaston Paris, 
who was then regarded throughout Pi'ance as tlie 
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genius of Philology. Suliy-Prudhomme never 
failed to show Gaston Paris any of his poems ere 
he sent it to the press for puhlieation. 

In 1865 Sully-Prudhomme published his 
first book of poems, “Stances et Poemes”. Gaston 
Paris personally presented a copy of “Stances et 
Poemes ” to Sainte-Beuve, who reviewed it so 
fiivourably that Sully-Prudhomme was atonce 
pushed in the front-rank of the modern Prench 
poets. Before this event he was regarded as a 
Parnassian. “ The Parnassians,” says Wright,^ 
“were a group of miscellaneous poets who reacted 
against the romantic effusiveness. They had no 
common programme, but represented a tendency 
toward objectivity and equilibrium in art as 
opposed to subjective extremes.” 

Sully-Prudhomme was a pessimist and with- 
out pose. This stoical pessimism he imbibed 
from such masters as Marcus Aurelius, Lucretius, 
Pascal, and Alfred de Vigny. Another fact is 
that in his youth he had undergone an imhappy 
love experience which made him sad and sullen 

I. C. H. Conrad Wright: A History of French 
Literature. 
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for the rest of his life. GarcUner says that 
Sully-Prudhomme could never hear to have a 

son, heeause every man suffers so deeply. 

His poems are thoixgh philosophical m 
suhieot; are not yet devoid of the cult of plas ic 
heauty and tenderness. In 1870 a series of 

domestic hereavements took all the zest out o 
his life. He retired from the public Me ^ to 
Chate-nay where he lived almost the life o^ a 
recluse. But his pen never had any ^rest. ^ His 
Vmies Tendernesses appeared in 1875 and La 
appeared in 1878 followed by Le JBonheur 
in 1888. He also published two volumes ot 
prose criticism. 

On December 10, 1901 he was awardeiV the 
first Nobel Brize for Literature “in recognition of 
his exceptional merit as a writer, as shown even 
in his later years ; and especially of his poetry, 
which reveals a rare genius for the expression 
of lofty idealism and deep feeling in a perfect 
form.” 

Sully-Brudhomme devoted more than half of 
the prize to the foundation of a prize for poetry. 
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Since he established himself at Ohate-nay, he 
was constantly in ill-health. An attack of 
paralysis suddenly carried him off on 6th of 
September, 1907. 

His chief writings are 

Skmces et JPoeims, lBQo. 

SolUudes, 1869. 

T' aines Tendernesses, 

La Justice, 1878. 

Le Bonheur, 1888. 

Le Testmnent Poetiq:ue, 1901, (4th edi- 
tion). 

La V rate Lteligion Selon Basctd, 190S> 
His selected poems are to be found in ; 

Anthology of French Foetry, edited by 
H. Carrington, .London. 

The 3Iodern Book of French Verse ^ 
edited by Albert Boni, New York. 



TIIEODOE MOMMSEN (1817-- 1903.) 

TJieodoi* Mommsen, German jurist and liisto- 
rian was born on Noyember 80, 1817 at 
Garding, in Schleswig. After receiying some 
elementary education from his father, he joined 
the University of Kiel. He was all along a been 
student of Soman Law and Antiq[uities. When 
he was only twenty-six years of age, an oppor- 
tunity presented itself to him for investigating the 
Eoman inscrij)tions. In 1843 the Danish Go- 
vernment gave him a grant to go to Italy for 
this special purpose. 

Erom 1844 — 47 Mommsen travelled far and 
wide in Erance and Italy. In 1848 he returned 
to Germany and wrote a series of articles for the 
“ Schleswig Holstein.” Soon after he was made 
the editor of this journal. The same year he was 
made a Professor of Law at Leipzig. Having 
badly entangled himself, in political affairs, he 
lost this appointment in no time. 
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During 1852—58 we find him again appointed 
as a Professor of Law in three different places, 

lianiely, Zurich, Breslan and Berlin. 

In 1876 we find him posted at Leipzig, hut 
this time as a Professor of Jurisprudence. In 
1882 in an election speech he attacked Bismarck 
so riolently that he was tried at Berlin for 
defamation. He was, how erei*, acquitted after 
some diflaeulty. After this incident he stopped 
from taking any part in the politics of his own 
countrv. 

Mommsen, as we haye seen, was not a poli- 
tician, whenerer he dabbled in it, he brought 
upon himself serious troubles. But as a scholar 
of his time, he was foremost for more than half 
a century. He belonged to the same school to 
which Thucydides, Tacitus, and Gibbon belong. 
Under Ms guidance there arose a new generation 
of able historical scholars, who won world-wide 
reputation for German historical research. In 
1880 when his yaluable Library at Charlotten- 
berg was destroyed by fire, a number of his 
English admirers lost no time in presenting him 
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witli a selection of classical and Mstorical books 
to compensate him for some portion of bis loss. 

A private trait of bis character is revealed in 
the following yarn quoted by A. T. Camden Pratt 
in bis admirable book entitled “ People of the 
Period:” — 

“ Dr. Alommsen was one of the most absent 
minded of men. In a sketch of some Beidin 
Professors it is told bow once during the half- 
hour’s drive from Berlin to Charlottenberg the 
tramcar in which he rode went badly oif the 
time. The rest of the passengers shifted, the 
horses were removed, the stranded vehicle was 
left until help could be found. But Mommsen 
remained reading his book. An horn* later the 
sound of levers and jacks and the plunging of 
horses’ hoop aroused him from his reveries. Bising 
from his seat, he went to the door and with the 
most complete unconcern imaginable remarked 
I suppose we have come to a stand still ! .” 

Whatever may be the value of his noble 
Corpus Inscriptionum” his claim to a distin- 
guished title rests upon the “ History of E-ome.” 
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Of this history Mommsen says : “ With self- 
denial this book has been written and with self- 
denial let it be read” 

Monunsen was fortunate to find the merit of 
his works well recognised even dining his life 
time. In 1878 the King of Italy conferred on 
him the Orand Cross of the Order of SS. Maurice 
cind Lazarus. In November 1887 on the occasion 
of his 70th birthday, a congratulatory address 
signed by 62 dons was presented to him by the 
members of the XJniversity of Oxford. In 1902 
just a year before liis death he was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Literature “ in special recogni- 
tion of his monumental Eoman History.” 

His chief writings are : — 

Mmmmormn, 

Sistory of Home. Trans, by W. P. Dickson, 
4 Vols. (Everyman’s Library), 

Corpus Insoriptiommi Latinarnm, 1863. 
Higesta recogmmtt^SQQ. 

The Trosinces of the Mommi Empire. Trans.^ 
by Dr. W. P. Dickson. (Macmillan). 
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BJOEXSTJERNE BJORNSON (1832-1910). 

Bjoi’nstjerne Bjornson, tlie ISTomregiaii 
novelist and di-amatist Tvas bom on December 
8, 1832 at Kvikne (Oesterdal). At the age of 
seventeen he entered the University at Chris- 
tiania where he came in contact with Ibsen. After 
completing his course, he extensively travelled 
through Sweden and Denmark. He stayed at 
Copenhagen for about two years to study the 
works of Danish writers. During this period 
he contribirted numerous stories and articles to 
Follcebcid, an illustrated journal of his countrv. 

In 186/ he published his first j)easant novel, 
SyiMwve Solbaikken and at once rose to fame. It 
was followed by in 1858. His other two 

famous peasant novels, A Happy Boy and The 
Fisher Maiden appeared later and were well 
received in his own country as well as in 
Germany. 1865 he was appointed as the manager 
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of the Oslo-Theatre, Ohristiania and brought out. 
The Netoly Harried, a comedy and Mary Stuart 
in, Scotland, a romantic tragedy. 

In 1880 he left Norway for America to study 
life and politics of that country. He returned to 
Norway in May, 1881 and was received with 
great enthusiasm by his countrymen. On the 
l7th of the same month, Norway’s natal day, he 
delivered the oration at the dedication of the 
Wergeland Monument to a gathering of more 
than ten thousand people. His addresses were 
chiefly constitutional struggle of Norway. Before 
delivering any lecture, Bjoimson was wont to 
greet his hearers with one of his most popular 
songs entitled Olaf Trygvason. As soon as 
the dedication ceremony of the Wergeland 
Mon um ent was over, Bjornson ‘raised what was 
known as the Flag Question — ^that is, that 
Norway should have a clear flag, a flag without 
symbol of the union upon it.’ His idea was 
to get Norway separated from Sweden as a 
separate kingdom. Such attitude of his brought 
upon him a charge of high treason and he was 
forced to take refuge in Germany. 
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In. 1882 lie returned to Korway and was 
again seen busy witli liis literary worjcs. 
Rasmus B. Anderson, who was one of the trusted 
friends of Bjornson and translator of many of liis 
books in Englisb, states that Norway’s most 
eminent composers have written music for many 
of Bjornson’s poems and made them fiivourite 
songs, not only with the cultirated classes, but 
also with the common people. 

Bjornson though wrote numerous novels and 
dramas, his chief claim to fame is for the ex- 
cellence of his poems. In 1862 when his Sigurd 
the Bastard made its aiipearance, he was at once 
placed in the front rank of the younger poets of 
Europe. 

It should be remembered that whatever he 
wrote, novels, plays or poems, he never failed to 
portray the life that he witnessed around him in 
his own country. 

Bjornson was one of the original members of 
the Nobel-Oommittee. In 1903 he was awarded 
the Nobel Prize for literature “ in recognition of 
a noble devotion to poetic creation over a long 
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period of years, distinguished by a rare purity of 
spirit and originality of conception” 

In 1905 just five years before Ms death he 
was satisfied to see Norway separated firora 
Sweden as a separate kingdom. 

He died on April 26, 1910. 4 

His chief writings are : — 

Novels. 13 Vois. Edited by Echnund Gosse. 

Plays. 2 Vols. Trans, by E. Earquharson 
Sharp (Everyman’s Library) : — 

No\.l-. The Neioly3I(ti‘)'ied Couple^ LeonaTclSf 

i frmintlet. 

Vol. 11. The Editor, the Eanlcrupt, fmA the | 
King. r 

Poems and songs. Trans, by A. H. Palmer 
(Allen and H.) v ^ 

Arniyot Gellitie. Trans, by H. M. Payne # 
(Allen and U.) 
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FREDBEIC MISTEAL (1880-- 1914). 

Erederie Mistral, the Provencial poet was 
born on September 8, 1830 at Maillane near 
Marseilles. His father was a prosperous farmer 
who wanted his son, Mistral to be a lawyer. 

When still quite a boy, Mistral showed his 
fondness for poetry by reading poems of Homel- 
and Virgil many times over. According to the 
wishes of his father, he studied law but never 
held any brief. 

He started his literary career by translating 
a portion of Virgil’s works. He was always 
active for the revival of Provencial as a literary 
language. In 1854 he along with Roumanille, 
Aubanel^ and others, founded Pelibrige or society 
for carrying out this purpose. Pive years later 
he earned a great reputation for himself and his 
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society by bis masterpiece, Mireio. Lamartine, 
bailed bim as a new' Homer and Mireio is 
certainly one of tbe few modern poems wbiob 
can be called on epic. “Tbe tale itself was 
nothing — ^tbe old story of a rich girl and ber 
poor lover, kept apart by tbe giiTs parents. 
Hireille, in despair, wanders along a tract of 
country to tbe Obureb of tbe Trois-Maries, in 
tbe bope that tbe latter may aid ber. But tbe 
effort was too great: sbe sinks exhausted, and 
dies in tbe presence of ber stricken parents and 
ber frenzied lover. Into this simple web Mistral 
has woven description of provencial life, scenery, 
character, customs, and legends that raise the 
poem to the dignity of a rustic epic that is unique 
in literature.’ (Encyclopaedia Britannica). 

Mereio gained the poet’s prize of the Ereixcb 
Academy, and secured for Mistral, the Cross of 
the Legion of Honor. Since then it has been 
translated into all the languages of Europe. 
Calendau and Nerto, two long narrative poems 
followed Jfemo. 

In 18/6 Mistral married a beautiful young 
woman named Mile. Marrie Reviere of Dijon. 
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The same year appeared Ms Les Isles d Or, a 
collection of shorter poems. His two shorter 
pieces, Cotipe and the Princesse aroused violent 
•controversy, he was accused of trying to sow 
seeds of dissention between the Horth and South 
of France, although he was free from such base 
designs. One of the great labours of his life is 
\xi% Provemial PiGtionm'ij , It was published in 
1886 in two volumes. He also wrote an auto- 
biography, Jfes Origines which has been admi- 
rably translated by Constance Elisabeth Maud 
as Memoirs of Mistral (Edward Arnold). 

In 1904 he shared the iNobel Prize for 
literature with Jose Echegarey. Ho was awarded 
the prize “ in recognition of the fresh originality 
and true artistic genius of his poetry, which 
faithfully mirrors the native spirit of his people, 
and of his important work as a Provence 
philologist.” 

When the French Academy offered Mistral 
•one of its coveted seats, he refused it, but he 
readily accepted the Hobel Prize in order that 
the money may go to the pmchasing of a palace 
at Arles for housing the museum of Felibrige. 
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Mistral died at Maillane on. March 25, 1924. 

His chief writings are : — 

Mireio. Trans, by Harriet Waters Preston. 
London. Also trans. by 0, H. Grant. 

Mireille. Trans, by H. Crichton, London. 
Memoirs of Mistral. Trans, by Constance 
Elisabeth Maud. (Edward Arnold). 


JOSE ECHEOAEAY (1832—1916). 

Jose Eohegaray (pronounced as Eiza-guirre), 
the Spanish mathematician and dramatist was 
horn at Madrid in 1832. After a brilliant 
career at college, he was appointed professor of 
pure and applied mathematics at the Engineering 
School. He was also a political economist and a 
revolutionary orator. During the short regime 
■of the republic, he acted as a minister of educa- 
tion and of finance. Upon the restoration of the 
Bourbon Dynasty he had to retire from politics. 
He is, however, best known as a dramatist. He 
first attempted the drama so late as 1874 under 
the pseudonym of Jorge Hayaseca. His first 
play El Libro talonmrio appeared in 1874 and 
was at once suceessM. Erom 1874 onwards 
he wrote some fifty plays with the result that he 
succeeded and failed with numerous pieces. 

His plays snared only the passing fashions of 
the moment, they therefore, contain nothing of 
permanent value. 
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Being kimself a very good mathematician, he 
displayed accuracy and precision even in his 
writings. His plays are well ooneeived and well 
constructed. In the arrangement of dramatic 
scene and in theatrical technique he was always 
perfect. 

One thing is certain that Echegaray was a 
middle-class writer and as such, he was largely 
appreciated by the middle-class audience for over 
thirty years. 

In 1904 he shared the Nobel Prize for liter- 
ature with Erederic Mistral. He was awarded 
the prize “ in recognition of the brilliant and 
extensive literary work in which he has revived 
the great traditions of the Spanish drama on 
original and independent lines.” , 

Principal Works. — “ La Esposa del Veaclagor” 
(1874), “La Ultima Nothe” (1875), “O Loeura 
o Santidad,” “ En el Pilar y eii la Cruz ” {1879), 
“En el Seno de la Muerte” (1880), “Mar sin 
Orillas” (1880), “El gran Galeoto” (1881), 
“Conflicto entre dos deberes” (1882), “ Los 
Eanatismos” (1887). 
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HENRYK SIENKIEWICZ (1846—1916). 

Henryk Sienkiewicz (pronounced as Syen- 
hye VicJi), the Polish norelist was horn at Wola 
Okrzejska, in Pi^ussian Poland in 1846. He was- 
an earnest student of philosophy and studied the 
same studiously and thoroughly at Warsaw 
University. 

He visited America in 1876 and contributed 
his impressions of America and American life to 
Gazeta, Polska. He had already commenced to 
write novels dealing with lives and ideals of his 
native folk. His first novel entitled A Trojiliet 
in Ms oion Cotmtry, appeared in 1872. 

Sienkiewicz is unusually well known for 
foreign authors, as he is to Bnglisli readers 
because of Quo Vadis, a study of Roman society 
under Nero. Quo APctdis is now available 
in all the piuncipal languages of the world. 
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Dramatised and film versions of it have also heen 
produced in many countries. 

His trilogy of historical romances of Poland 
comprises With Fire mid Sword (1890), The 
Deluge (1891), Pan Michael (1893) and claims 
to possess greater literary merit. 

In 1905 he was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
literature “ because of his splendid merits as an 
author of historical novels.” 

Sienkiewicz died in Switzerland in 1916. As 
he lived much in Cracow and liked it immensely, 
his body was transferred to this place in 1924, 

His chief writings are : 

With Fire and Sword. 

The Deluge. 

Pan Michael. 

Quo Vadis. 

In Desert and Wilderness. 

On the Field of Glory. 

On the Bright Shore. 
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GIOSUE GAEDUCCI (1836— 1907). 

Giosue Carduoci, Italian poet was born on 
•July 27, 1836 at Val-di-Castello, Tuscany. He 
was educated at the University of Pisa. He 
commenced his life as a teacher. Later he was 
appointed as a Professor in the History of Liter- 
ature, at the University of Bologna, where he 
spent more than forty years of his life. 

His father was a physician who had been 
imprisoned for his share in the revolution of 1831 
before Oarduoci was born. When Carduoci came 
of age, he too entertained the same political 
views as that of his father. 

Cardueci was very happy when he married 
the daughter of a friend. He had four children. 
His happiness was marred when he lost his 
three years old boy, Dante to whom he was 
fondly attached. 
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Oarduoci at once rose to fame as a poet wlien 
Ms Hymn to Satan (Inm a Satmia) appeared in 
1863. Prior to this, in 1857, he collected for the 
first time all his poems and published them 
under the title Mime. Levia Grama published 
in 1868 was a re-issue of the Mime. 

In 1906 Oarduoci was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for literature “ in consideration not only of 
his wide learning and critical research, but, in 
the first place, as homage to the plastic energy, 
the freshness of style, and the Ij’ric strength that 
distinguish his poetry.” 

His chief writings are : 

Moems. Trans, by Maud Holland. 

Selections from, Cardneci, prose and poetry. 
Edited by A Marinoni. 

The Mime Nitovo. Trans, by Lawra Euller- 
ton Gilbert. 
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vC:;' : :: :EUBTAEi) kipling- (i860--— ). : ^ 

Sudyard Kipling, British, author and poet 
was horn on Beeemher 30, 1865 in . Bombay 
His father, John Lockwood Kipling, an artist, 
was at that time (1837-1911) Head of the Lahore’ 

■ School of Indnstrial Art. ’ How Endyard Kipling- 
got his first name, is related by A. T. : Gamdeh 
Pratt thus :-—“ Endyard Lake,' which beat : ;t 
record in the winter of 1896, of all English : 
’Waters, by coverm^^ itself with two feet of solid 
iee, had previonsly been immortalised in a Tery 
different fashion. It wonld he irreverent, and to 
some extent incorrect, to say that this mere is 
Endyard Kipling’s god-father, bnt to it hi 
certainly owes his name. Kearly thhty years ago 
(Pratt says in 1897) John Lockwood Kipling 
was strolling along the picturesque shore in the 
charming companionship of Miss Alice Mac- 
donald, when he plucked up courage to make 
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there and then an offer of his hand and heart 
To commemorate that happy summer evening’s 
walk the son of their subsequent marriage was 
named Rudyard, and he certainly has given the 
no cause for shame.” 

Rudyard Kipling was educated at the IJnited 
Services’ College, Westward Ho, North Devon, 
which is now reputed to be the scene of his 
story, Skdhy mid Oo. In 1882 at the age of 
seventeen, Kipling was sub-editor of the Lahore 
Civil and Military Q-azette. In 1889 he left 
India and travelled through China, Jaj)an and 
America, finally arrived England " to find himself 
already famous.’ In 1886 for the first time he 
entered into the arena of poets with his Depart- 
mental Ditties, It was immediately followed 
by Dlain Tales from the Mills (1887). The 
following six slim volumes: The Story of the 
Qadshys, In Blaok and White, Soldiers Three, 
The Fhantom “ Dichshatc, Under the Deodars, 
and Wee W illie W inhee, in gray paper covers, 
at a rupee apiece were published by A. II. 
Wheeler & Co., of Allahabad. In 192*2 at the 
Kern Library sale, a first edition copy of Under 
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the Deodars fetched 6,000 dollars. The same 
year, at Sotheby’s a first edition copy of Depart- 
mental Ditties fetched £7 6. It is the copy 
which Kipling presented to the United SerTices’ 
College. 

'.O'. 

But this author’s genius was not fully recog- 
nized till he published The Jungle Booh 
(1894) and The Second Jungle Booh (1895). 
Many critics regard them as his most flawless 
works. 

In 1892 Kipling married Miss Caroline Starr, 
a sister of Wolcott Balestier, with whom he 
collaborated in writing the norel, The Naulakha. 

To write a short sketch of the life of sueh a 
Tersatile and prodigious writer as Kipling, is not 
an easy task. Whatever is wanting in this 
sketch, however, will be found in the following 
lines from the pen of his father, Lockwood 
Kipling “ I went out to Bombay in 1867,” he 
says, “ and in Bombay my son Ptudyard was 
born. When he was still quite a young boy, 
I sent him home to England to be educated at 
the United Services’ College at Westward Ho, 
in Devonshire, a school which was under the 
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directiorL of old Indian, officers almost entirely, 
and in wMch. most of tlie pupils were the sons 
of Indian officers, and afterwards went ont 
themselves on service in India. There was an 
Indian military atmosphere ahout the whole 
place, which must have coloured his ideas, and 
the literary and the artistic instincts which w^ere 
in his blood naturally took shape in that direc- 
tion. When he was quite a lad he contributed 
to the school magazine several sets of verses, 
which he collected at home, and had printed 
for ourselves. People often ask how he got his 
kno^vdedge of art and artists. Yfell, Mr. Burne- 
Jones married one of his mother’s sisters ; and 
Ivir. Poynter, the B. A., married another. He 
used to spend a good part of his school holidays 
with them, and always had a leaning towards 
art himself. In fact, he draws fairly well now, 
and might have been very good if he had liked, 
but he would never take the pains. He wus 
thrown much into the society of literary people 
in London too, and he and his sister were great 
friends of Miss Muloch, the authoress of ‘ John 
Halifax Gentleman’. He also knew Mr. Georsce 
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Hooper, a well-known London journalist and 
autkor, very intimately. I can’t say exactly 
where he got the intense realism in art with 
which he endows Dick in ‘The Light that 
Laiied;. It is the sort of thing of course, that 
■Gaton Woodville and Melton Prvor have been 
trying to get hold of — at least, they are working 
in that direction. I confess that I do not like 
‘ The Light that Lailed ’ myself as much as some 
of his shorter sketches, which, I think, are 
stronger on the whole. Of course, you know 
that he began as a journalist. When he w'as 
only seventeen years old ; I suggested to the 
conductors of the Civil and Military Gazette, 
who are old friends of mine at Lahore, that 
they should take him on, and he came out to 
Join that paper. Lahore is the scene of his 
sketch of the City of Dreadful Nights, which 
I look upon as one of the best things he has 
done. It is absolutely photographic, on its 
distinctness.”V 

In his dedicatory lines to his Seven Seas, 
Kipling is proud of claiming Bombay as his 
mother : 

I A. T. Camden Pratt: People of the Period. 
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Mother of cities to me, 

Eor I was horn in her gate 

Between the palms and the sea 
Where the world-end steamers wait. 

There is hardly any educated man or woman 
in India who does not remember his oft-quoted 
couplet: 

Oh, East is East and West is West and 
never the twain shall meet. 

Mr. Seshadri rightly observes that injustice 
has been done to him of representing him as a 
prophet of disunion, anxious to emphasise the 
differences of the two races which have met in 
India. His oft-quoted couplet “ East is East and 
West is West and never the twain shall meet” 
occurs, as unfortunately not generally known, in 
a passage intended to emphasise the common 
nature of humanity, for the next lines run : 

But there is neither East nor West, 

Border nor breed, not birth. 

When two strong men, stand face to face, 
though they come from the ends of 
the earth’. 

I Barrack-room Ballads. 

112 


BTjDYABD kipmng 


Some complaint is also made against Kipling 
for the excessive use of cockney soldier speech in 
his writings. In this connection, A. 0. Ward 
says ; “ There is however, a reasonable complaint 
to he made against Kipling. He was a cultured 
Anglo-Indian (born at Bombay in 1865), and 
although he travel] ed widely and studied the 
British soldier at close quarters, 'cockney’ was 
virtually a foreign tongue to him. In his use of 
this dialect, therefore, he was performing a 
literary trick, not employing a natural medium of 
expression : the self-conscious man of letters can 
be detected behind the letter of illiterate sounds. 
A born Cockney knows that a fellow “ foreigner” 
is speaking and suspects That he is trying, 
condescendingly, to talk down to his level ” ’ . 

Kipling, though he is essentially a poet of 
action and movemeut in their more energetic 
action, he is not entirely bereft of the more 
delicate touches of lyric soug. Some of his pieces 
like, “ If’, “ Mother O’Mine,” “ The Keeessional” 
(Hymn) will live for all time, for their sweetness 
and haunting cadence. 

I A, C. Ward: Tiventieth Century Literature. 
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A writer in The Star says ; “I wonder how 
many people know what Mr. Riidyard Kipling 
received in payment for his “ Kecessional” ? He 
received nothing. It was written for the Dia- 
mond Jubillee issue of a London daily newspaper, 
hut Kipling refused the £100 cheque offered him 
for it. He made a present of it to the Empire. It 
is non-copyright. Any one may use or print it.” 

Kipling is a vastly travelled man. We are 
reminded of an incident which took place in 
1926 at Kio while Kipling wvas staying as the 
guest of the Brazil Government. One day he 
received rather an embarassing gift from a 
Brazillian admirer, a live armadillo. The author 
kept his ‘pet’ for one day in the hotel and then 
returned it to the sender with a letter explaining 
that life in a hotel was “ too terrible a fate for an 
armadillo.” 

In 1907 Kipling was awarded the Kobe! Prize 
for Literature “ in consideration of the power of 
observation, originality of imagination, and also 
the manly strength in the art of perception and 
delineation that characterize the writings of this 
world-renowned author.” 
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His chief WTitings are : ■ 

Departmental Ditties, 1886. 

Flam Tales from the Sills, 1887. 

Soldiers Three. 

The Light that Failed. 

Life’s Sandieap, 1891. 

Ballads and Barraelt-roorn Ballads, 1892. 
JImiy Incentions, 1893. 

The Jungle Book, 1894. 

The Second Jungle Book, 1895. 

The Naidakha. 

Stalky and Co., 1899. 

From Sea to Sea, 1899. 

Kim, 1901. 

Just so Stories, 1902. 

The Five Nations {Poems), 1903. 

Jjand and Sea Tales for Boys and Gi/is, 
1923. 

Debits and Credits, 1920. 

A Book of JF ords (Speeches and Addres- 
ses), 1928. 

Macmillan Co., are the publishers of the 
above mentioned works. 

Budyard Kiplmfs Verse ViZo — 1932. 

, (Hodder and Stoughton). 
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EUDOLE EUCKEN (1816— 1926). 

Rudolf Eucken, G-ermau philosopher was 
born, ou January 5, 1846 at Aurich, in East 
Erisia. When eighteen years of age, he studied 
at the University of Gottingen under Lotze. Erom 
Gottingen he took .Doctor’s Degree. In 1874 
he succeeded the late Kuno Eisher as Professor 
of Philosophy in Jena and remained there till 
1920. As a lecturer, Eucken lacked nothing, he 
possessed captivating personality as well as tre- 
mendous retentive memory. It is said that he 
never read his lecture and most of his quotations 
were from memory. The cardinal point of his 
teaching is that ‘ that man is the meeting place of 
nature and of spirit, and that it is his duty and 
privilege to overcome his non-spiritual nature 
by incessant active striving after the spiritual 
life which involves all faculties, especially 
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will and intention.’* Meyriek Booth says: 
“ Viewed from the standpoint of Euoken’s philo- 
sophy, human existence is one vast process of the 
I’ealisation and appropriation of spiritual 
reality.” 

Tlie Truth of Religion ’ is undoubtedly 
Eucken’s great work. This work he dedicated 
to the memory of the late King Oscar II., of 
Sweden. 

In 1882 Eucken married Irene Passow. 

In 1908 he was awarded the Nobel Prize for 
literature ‘in recognition of the vigour of thought, 
ihe keenness and range of perception with which 
he has prosecuted his profound search for truth, 
■and developed in his numerous works an exposi- 
tion of an ideal attitude to life.’ 

He died on September 16, 1926. 

I. Ency. Brittanica, 

2» Meyriek Booth : Collected E.ssays of Rudolf 
'liucken. 
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His cJiief writings are : 

l^roblem of Human Life as vieiced by the 
Great Thinkers from Plato to the' 
Present time, 1890. 

Life’s Basis and Life’s Ideal, 1907. 

The Ifeanmg md Value of Life, 1908. 
Ilain Currents of Modern Thought, 1909 . 
Triiih. of lleligion, 1911. 

Knoicledge and Life, 1912. 

Theory of Knoicledge, 1915. 




SELMA LAGERLOE (1858 ). 

Selma Lagerlof, S\redisli writei’ and the onlj 
woman member of the Swedish Academy w^as 
born on NoA'einber 20, 1858 at Atarbache in 
Vermland. She started her life as a teacher. 
She came into ‘world prominence, since she won 
the Nobel Prize for literature. But she was 
already famous as the writer of Gosta Berlings 
Saga ■which appeared in two volumes in 1891 
(English trans., 1898). This book is a collection 
of tales and legends of one particular district, 
loosely united in the person of Gosta Berling. 
Tmisihle Linhs (Osynliga Lankar) is also collec- 
tion of stories which appeared in 1891. 

The Swedish Academy appreciated her splen- 
did services to literature and secured for her a 
yearly stipend. This stipend enabled her to 
devote herself entirely to writing and visit differ- 
ent places for the purpose of extending and 
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enriching her studies. Jliracles of AnHohrist 
(Antikrists Mirackler) depicting life in. Sicily 
was the result of her risit to Italy and Sicily 
with a friend. In another romance, The Wonder- 
ful Adventures of Nils, written for children, 
she has depicted the national character of the 
Swerlish people and vividly painted various land- 
scapes of Sweden. It relates the adventures of 
a hoy who flies through Sweden on the 1)3 ck of a 
wild goose. 

Her other two most important hooks are 
■Jerusalem and The Emperor of TorhigalUa. 

Henry Goddard Leach in the introduction to 
translated by Mrs. Velma Swanston 
Howard says something out of the ordinary and, 
is worth quoting here. “ Truth is stranger than 
fiction. Jerusalem is founded,” says Leach, “upon 
the historic event of a religious pilgrimage from 
Halecarlia in the last centurv. The writer of 
this introduction had opportunity to confirm this 
fact some years ago when he visited the parish 
in question and saw the abandoned farmsteads 
as well as homes to which some of the Jemsalem- 
farers had returned. And more than this, I had 
■ • • 130 ' ; 
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an experience of my own which, seemed to reflect 
this spirit of religious ecstasy. On my way to 
the inn toward midnight I met a cyclist wearing 
a blue jersey, and on the breast, instead of a 
college letter, was woven a yellow cross. On 
meeting me the cyclist dismounted and insisted 
on showing me the way. When he came to the 
inn I offered him a krona. My guide smiled as 
though he Tvas possessed by a beatific vision. 

No ! 1 will not take the money, but the gentle- 
man will buy my bicycle !” As I expressed my 
astonishment at this request, he smiled again 
confidently and replied : “ In a vision last night 
the Lord appeared unto me and said that I should 
meet at midnight a stranger at the cross-roads 
speaking an unknown tongue and ‘ the stranger 
will buy thyjbicycle I’ ” 

Lager lofs Jerusalem is one of the best 
psychological novels of the day, full of emotion 
and realistic touches. 

We cannot close this sketch without mention- 
ing her another romance, The Outcast, the 
English version of Bannlyst. Though it seems 
inferior to The story of Gosta Berling ot 
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Jeriisalein, ii does not fail to transport its reader 
into a state of religious ferToiir. 

In 1909 she was awarded the Nobel Prize 
“ in appreciation of the wealth of imagination 
and the profoundly spiritual perception which is 
revealed by her poetry.” 

The following boohs hare been translated by 
Pauline Bancroft Plach ; — 

Gosla BerUm/s Saga. 

Inmsible Links. 

Miracles oj Antichrist. 

The Outcast. Trans, by W. Worster.. 

The following boolcs hare been translated by 
Velma Swanton Howard : — 

The Bmperor of LortugalUa. 

Jerusalem. 

The Wonderful AdceHtnres of Nils. A 
booh for children. 


122 


PAUL JOHANN LUDWIG HETSE 
(1830—1914). 

Paul Jolianu Ludwig Heyse, German poet;>, 
nov'elist, and dramatist was born on March 16, 
1830 at Berlin. He was educated at Berlin and 
Bonn. He was interested in classics and 
Ilomance languages. 

He was one of the writers whom King Maxi- 
milian II of Bavaria summoned in 1854. 

Heyse was a master of the short story. 
He wrote his short stories in a most attrac- 
tive and at the same time humorous style. 
“ In an excellent studv of Hevse as a virtuosO' 

ft- 

of the short story,” says Calvin Thomas, 
G eorge Brandes has remarked of him that 
his fancy works like that of a painter or 
sculptor, always intent on ‘ beautiful forms of 
movements, the pose of a graceful head, a charm- 
ing peculiarity of posture or gait’ ; and that his 
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art consists in fixing such jjlastic risions hv 
means of language rhythmically attuned to the 
nature of the subject.”’ 

In 1856 Heyse published a collection of short 
stories, one of which, JOArraUata attracted 
attention of the public. He also tried his hands 
at novels. His bulkiest novels are Die Kmder 
der Welt (1873) Im Paradise iJB’lii). Ife 
wrote poems and epics which are interesting to 
I’ead, but have not proved veiy suecesssful. He 
wrote many plays, among the best of his plays 
-are ; Ram Lange (1866), Kolherg (1868), Salomm 
(1886), and Maria mn MagcMa (1903). Ho 
translated many works of the notable Italian 
poets. Some of the translations of Shakespea.re 
•are admirably done by him. 

In 1910 he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
“ as a tribute to the imaginative quality of his 
:art, as revealed dm’ittg a long period of work sis a 
lyricist, fkamatist, novelist, and writer of world 
famous stories.” 

He died at Munich on April 2, 1914. 

I. Calvin Thomas : A History of German Litera- 
ture. 
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His etief writiags are : 

Sans Lange {Mills & Eoon). 

L’Arrabiata. Trans, by Vman Elsie- 
Lyon. 

Mary of Magclala. Trans, by W. Winter.. 

Tales from the German of Tatil Seyse. 
(D. Appleton & Co,), 




MAURICE MAETEELINGK (1862 ). 

Maurice Maeterlinck, Belgiaii-Erencli poet 
and dramatist \ra.s born on August 29, 1862 at 
Grlieat. After iinisliijig bis education at tbe 
University of Ghent, he made Paris his Iionie. 
At the death of his father, he had to return again 
to Belgium. In 1889 he published a book of 
■poems. Series C/mudes, it was followed by a 
play. La Frliicesi^e 3Icdeine. Alfred Suti‘ 0 , the 
able translator of many of the works of Maeter- 
linck says about these two books: “The one a 
•collection of vague images woven into poetical 
form, charming, dreamy, and almost meaning- 
less ; the other a youthful and very remarkable 
effort at imitation.” 

In 1890 appeared two inore plays, Ulntrune 
and Les jLoemjles. His notable play of this 
potio^'^niS Felleas et llelimnde (1892). It was 
followed by three little plays “ for marionettes,” 
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■among them being La Mort de Tintagiles, the 
play he himself prefers of all that he has written. 
His another important play, Aglavaine et Sely- 
■sette appeared in 1896. The same year, he 
©hanged his subject and wrote a philosophical 
work, Le Tremr de Swmhles (The Treasure of 
the Humble) and a monograph on the ethics of 
mysticism, entitled La Sagesse et la destinee 
(Wisdom and Destiny). 

His Treasure oj the ILumhle still remains a 
wonderful and lieautiful book. 

His another wonderful book is the Life of 
the Bee (1901). It is not ‘ a treatise on apicul- 
ture, or on practical bee-keeping.’ The author 
says : “ The reader of this book will not gather 
therefrom how to manage a luTe ; but he will 
know more or less all that can with any certainty 
be known of the curious, profound, and intimate 
side of its inhabitants.” The Blackiuood’s Maga- 
zine of June, 1901 described it as 'a real classic’ 
and went on to say that Maeterlinck prepared 
himself for his task by many years of study. 
And that he has -watched his hiyes for twenty 
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years, and, aided by an incomparable gift of 
exposition, be is able to put before bis readers 
tbe strange tragedy of love and work, of death 
and change, wbicb is tbe life of the bee. His 
book, written with a simple eloquence, and 
rendered tbe more mysterious by the constant 
hiatus of science. . . tbe lover of tbe Queen, who 
sacrifices himself for tbe race, and dies in tbe 
fulfilment of bis destiny. 

The Buried Temple (1902) contains five of 
of bis pre-war essays. 

Life and Blowers (1907) is a book of frag- 
ments. Two of the essays which in themselves 
pleasantly conspicuous, are those on Borne and 
on King Lear. 

Maeterlinck is now known all over tbe world 
for bis play The Blue Bird, a Pairy play in 
6 acts. It was published for tbe first time in 
1909. Since then it has run into hundreds of 
editions. 

In conclusion of The Great Secret (1922), 
Maeterlinck says “ Tbe Great Secret, the only 
secret, is that all things are secret.” 
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One of Ms recent works is The Magic of 
the Stars. In tMs book one feels pleasure to 
see the mind of Maeterlinek exercised on the 
significance of the latest truths discovered 
in astronomy. He also says in tMs book that 
humanity has not progressed in the idea of God 
beyond the hyinns of the Higveda. 

In 1911 he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
‘* in. appreciation of his many-sided literary 
activities, and especially of his dramatic works,, 
which are distinguished by a wealth of imagin- 
ation and by a poetic fancy which, under the 
guise of legend, shows deep penetration, mysteri- 
ously refiecting the unrealised emotions of the 
reader.” 

Most of the works of Maeterlinck have been 
translated into English by Alfred Sutro, Bernard 
Miall, and A. Teixeira de Mattos. 

His chief writings are : — 

Our Eternity 
The Betrothal 
Mary Magdalene 
Death 
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The U nJcnown Quest 
The Wrack of the Storm 
The Treasure of the Sumble 
Wisdom and Destiny 
The Life of the Bee 
The Buried Temple 
The Double Garden 
Life and Floioers 
Aglavaine and Selysettee 
Motma V anna * 

Joyzelle 

Sister Beatrice ; crnd Ardiane 
and Barbe Bleue 
Belleas and Melisande 
My Dog 

Old Fashioned Flowers 
Hours of Gladness 
Foems 

The Miracle of Saint Anthony 
The Burgomaster of Stilemonde 
Mountain Baths 
The Great Secret 

Methuen and Co., are the publishers of the 
above mentioned books. 
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■ GERHART HAUPTMANN .(1862 ). 

<1 

Gei'liart IIati]>tmaB.n, German author was 
born on November 15, 1862 in Obersalzbrunn, 
Silesia. 

His father was an inn-keeper who wanted his 
son to be a farmer. But Hauptmann’s tendency 
was always towards art. He, therefore, spent 
about two years at the Breslan School of Art 
and became proficient in modelling and making 
sculptures. After spending a year at the 
Jena University he travelled through France, 
Spain, and Italy. In 1884 he went to Rome to 
start his career as a sculptor. His health did 
not permit him to stay there long, he, therefore, 
first shifted to Dresden and finally returned to 
Silesia and settled at Schreiberhan. 

Hauptmann did not choose be a writer 
but he possessed such natural literary gifts that 
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as soon as he started to write a series of dramas, 
he was at once placed at the head of the 
German dramatic writers of his time. 

His first play. Before Sunrise (Vor Sonnena- 
nfgang), published in 1888 was dismally 
clinical. No repulsive detail he spared. The story 
is this : “ A brutish and besotted farmer has 
suddenly become rich by the discovery of coal 
on his premises, and has surrounded himself with 
the externalities of wealth. He is fharried to a 
second wife, who is a vulgar adulteress. By his 
first wife, who was addicted to drink, he has two 
daughters, one of whom, a married woman, is 
also a tippler. The other daughter is a winsome 
girl, who has been away at school and learned 
enough of decency and refinement, so that she 
realises in a helpless way the wretchedness of 
her surroundings. A young social scholar comes 
to the place to investigate the labour conditions 
in the coal-mine. He falls in love with Helene, 
engages himself to her, and he is deliriously 
happy. Presently he learns from a medical man 
of the family proneness to drink. Bearing that 
"the taint may descend to his children if he 
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marries Helene, he runs like a ijoltroon ; wher^ 
upon the girl commits suicide ” h 

Hauptmann’s most powerful play Die Weber 
appeared in 1892. In 1896 he abandoned 
realism for poetic allegory in Die Versmikem 
Glooke {The Sunken Bell, 1896) and Und Dip pa 
Tmizt (1906). Though they are fairy pieces, 
are not deyoid of poetry, romantic charm and 
imagination. 

Hauptmann has also written some excellent 
comedies. But his verses are not up to -the 
mark. His two stories : Der Ncm- in Christs 
Eaniauuel Quint (1910) and De?' Keizer von 
Sowna (1918) stand to his credit for their per- 
fection in form and content. 

His novel Atlautis -whiSk appeared in 1912 
has found a place among the best of the modern 
German novels. 

In 1912 he was awarded the Nobel Prize “ in 
special recognition of the distinction and the 
wide range of his creative work in the realm of 
dramatic poetry.” 

1. Calvin Thomas : A History of German Literature. 

133 


NOBEL PEIZE-WINNEES 


His chief writings are : 

The Dramatic Worhs. Antliorised Trans- 
lation, 9 Vols, 

Thaiitom. (i’iction). 

The Deretic of Soana. (Fiction). 

The Island of the Great 31 other. (Fiction). 
Hannele. (Flay). 

Martin Seeier are the publishers of the abore 
mentioned books. 

The ^tinken Dell. Trans, by Charles Henry 
Meltzer. New York. Sunken Dell was 
chosen for the Nobel Prize. 


Atlantis. Trans, by Adele and Thomas 
Seltzer. 






TJJl. EABINDEANATH TAGORE. (1861—). 

El*. Rabindranatli Tagore,’ Bengali poet, 
dramatist, norelist, philosopher, and artist was 
horn on. ilay 6, 1861 in Calcutta. He is the 
youngest son of Maharshi Hevendrauath Tagore. 

Tagore received his education partly in his 
own home and partly in some private institutions, 
such as. Oriental Seminary, Normal School. 
Tag’ore says in his Reminiscences : “ I could not 

have been long at the Oriental Seminary, for I 
was still of tender age when I joined the Normal 
School.” 

Tagore lost his mother when he was a mere 
boy, his up-bringing, therefore, devolved much 
on the servants of his household. In 1877 
for the first time he went to England with his 
father to receive his education. He read for 
sometime with Henry Alorley and retimned to 
1. Tagore Is an anglicised form of Thakur. 
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India just after a year and started writing 
abundantly on all subjects in Bengali. At this 
time, be did all the editorial work of a Bengali 
magazine, BharaM. His reading of English covers 
a wide range and nobody knew' that he is also a 
master of poetical English till his Gitanjali wbs. 
published. 

Tagore is a born poet and it is no wonder that 
he should commence to write poetry at the age 
of eight. Though he was born w'ith a silver- 
spoon in his mouth, lie led a very simple and 
austere life. Luxury was a thing almost un- 
known in his household. “ Our food,” he says, 
•“ had nothing to do with delicacies. A list of our 
articles of clothing would only invite the 
modern boy’s scorn. On no pretext did w'e wear 
socks or shoes till we had passed our tenth year. 
In the cold weather a second cotton tunic over 
the first one sufficed. It never entered our 
heads to consider ourselves ill-off for that reason.”’ 

When he was a mere boy, Tagore made 
acquaintance with the poetry of Viharilal Chak- 
ravarti. ‘The artless flute-strains of his lyrics’ 
I. Tagore : My Reminiscences. 
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awoke for the first time within him the music of 
fields and forest-glades and made him anxious 
to heeome a poet like him. 

Next to Veharilal’s poems, Tagore was keen 
student of old Vaishnara poems. He mastered the 
technique and language of Vidyapati so well that 
he himself was able to produce many imitation of 
Vidyapati’s Maithili poems under the pseudonym, 
Vanu Sitigha. As soon as this period of imitation 
was over, Tagore’s full birth as an original poet 
eommenced. His Promta Saugita (the Songs of 
Sunrise) and Smidhya Smigita (Evening Songs) are 
the output of this period. Since then, in poetry, 
Tagore has passed through several stages and the 
final stage certainly centres round the collection 
of poems which make up his Gitmijali. 

Tagore is one of the greatest lyric poets of 
Bengal and his TlrbrnM is perhaps the greatest 
lyric in all Bengali literature. So are his, ‘ ^he 
Awakening of the Waterfall’ and ‘ Sonar Tore.’ 
In ‘Sonar Tore’ Tagore tells of “ a man who has 
spent the May gathering his harvest and finds 
himself at dusk with the storm coming on 




caniiofc cross. Suddenly there looms in sight a 
hoat and to the Being in the boat the man prays 
that he and his harvest may be taken over the 
stream. The golden harvest is placed on board, 
but there is no room for the man, and the boat 
bearing his harvest passes on leaving the har- 
vester behind.”’ 

It is the opinion of many critics that the 
lyrical poems of Tagore are greater than his 
devotional ones. 

Tagore’s ballads : Tagore has also tried his 
hands at ballads and has made them unique of 
their kind. “ The most wondei'ful thing,” says 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar, “ about these ballads of 
Tagore, it seems to me, is the way in which his 
genius has woven such complete pictures of life 
out of the barest statement of fact in the ancient 
legends out of which his ballads are taken.” 

Tagore’s plays: Tagore’s plays are all symbo- 
lical. To the English readers, Ohitra, The King 
of the Karh Ghmnber, The Post Office, and The 
Cycle of Spring are all well-known. Erom time 

I. R. C. Bonnerjee : Poetry of Rabindranath 
Tagore. (Calcutta Review, 1912). 
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to time, Tagore’s Post Office has been staged in 
many principle cities of Europe. It was also 
staged in Mill an under the title The Kin g’s 
Letter. 

Tagore’s songs: His songs are sung in every 
household where Bengali is spoken. He has him- 
self composed more than two thousand songs. 
Tagore says : “ I am always reluctant to publish 
books of the words of songs for therein the soul 
must needs be lacking.” 

Tagore’s Novels : Gora, is certainly his 
masterpiece. His other two best novels are : The 
Mome micl the JP orld SuiaA The Wreck. In the 
Wreck, the story relates to two ill-starred people 
who are wrecked in a boat journey and who have 
to pass through various vissitudes in life, one 
complication succeeding another. Bamesh has 
just married and in tile confusion of the wreck, 
he rescues Ivamala and is under the impression 
that she is his wife, while his wife was really 
dead 1 

Tagore’s Short Stories : His short stories are 
really short, yet they are masterly psychological 
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studies. They shine like diamonds in the diadem 
of the Bengali literature. His best short stories 
are : Private Tutor, Mtmgry Stones, Skeleton, 
Clouds and Stimhine, Pallia, Kabulivcalla, 
Foolish Sopes, The Elder Sister, Living or 
Lead (Kadambari by dying made proof that she 
had been alive !). 



Tagore’s Iteligion : Tagore never forgets that 
his first and final vocation is that of a poet. 
While others strive to seek God through penance 
and severe austerities, he finds God always close 
to his thought. He says : 

“ Leave this chanting and singing and telling 
of beads • Whom dost thou worship in this 
lonely dark corner of a temple with doors all 
shut ? 

“ Open thine eyes and see thy God is not 
before thee !” 

Tagore’s Hibbei’t Lectures (1930) collected and 
published under the title Peligion of Ilan is a 
thought-provoking book and should be read by 
one and all, for, Beligion is the dominant thing 
in our lives. 
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Tagore’s Pliilosophy — The best summary of 
his system of thought is to be found in his 
Sadhmia, a book based on the teaching of the 
Upanishads. His main theme is E;ealisation. 
llealisation — of the soul’s union with all life, 
and with God I Philosophy of Babindranath 
Tagore by Sir S, Radha Elrishnan will be of 
great value to all students of Tagore. 

Tagore as an Educationist: — In 1901 
Tagore established the famous Shantiniketan 
at Bolpur, ‘ an important educational institu- 
tion conducted on unconventional lines.’ This 
ITuiversity now approaches an international 
University and is known to all the world as 
“The Viswa-Bharati.” In explaining the aims 
and ideals of the Viswa-Bharati, Rabindranath 
Tagore says : “The Western Universities give 
their students an opportunity to learn what all 
the European peoples have contributed to their 
Western culture. What is needed to complete 
this illumination is for the East to collect its 
own scattered lamps and offer them to the enlight- 
ment of the world.” 
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‘ VisYE-bliarati represents India where she 
has her wealth of mind which is for all. Visra- 
bharati acknowledges India’s obligation to offer 
to others the hospitality of her best culture and 
India’s right to accept from others their best.’ 
(Tagore: Visya-Bharati Bulletin No. 12). 

Tagore as a Nationalist : Tagore is a 
Nationalist but without any pose. He whole- 
heartedly condemns ‘ Nationalism of the preda- 
- tory and selfish type — and of the type which 
stands up for My country, right or wrong . ! ’’ 

Tagore cannot bear to see any injury done 
either to any innocent individual or to any 
innocent sect or community, no matter to what 
country or what nationality it belongs. 

Tagore pays homage, where homage is due. 
He is one of the great admirers of Mahatma 
Gandhi.^ In an splendid article, The Quit of the 
he says : “ Nothing is more wonderful 
to me than Mahatma’s great moral personality. 
In him divine providence has given us a burning 
I. Modern Review, March, 1931- 
3. Ibid. September, 1925. 
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thunderbolt of ShaJdi. May this Shahti. give 
power to India — not overwhelm her,— that is ■ 
my prayer !” 

xlgain , Tagore is not a blind admirer. 
Where he needs to differ, he differs. When 
Mahatma Gandhi looked Eammohan Roy, as a 
pigmy; in the same article, Tagore vindicated 
thus: “The difference incur standpoints and 
temperaments has made the Mahatma look upon 
Rammohan Roy as a pigmy, while I revere him 
as a giant.” In this connection it may be men- 
tioned here that in 1915 he accepted a Knighthood 
but in 1919 he resigned it as a protest against 
repression in the Punjab.’ In his letter to 
Lord Chelmsford, renouncing his Knighthood, 
what Tagore said, is almost classic and will ring 
for all time in the ears of the people who 
have any regard for peace, honour and justice. 
In that memorable letter Tagore says : “ The 

accounts of insults and sufferings, undergone by 
our brothers in the Punjab, have trickled 
j, , through the gagged silence, reaching every 

■ I. He stili has his Knighthood. Only his 

publishers use it now. 
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I corner of India, and the universal agony of 

j: indignation roused in the hearts of our people 

has been ignored by our rulers— possibly congra- 
tulating themselves for importing what they 
imagine a salutary lesson. 

“ The time has come when badges of honour 
[ make our shame glaring in their incongruous 

s I context of humiliation, and I, for my part wish, 

to stand shorn of all special distinction by the 
; j side of those of my countrymen who, for tlieir 

I ; j so-called insignificance, are liable to suffer a 

degradation not fit for human beings.” 

‘ If we want to have a precedent to this, we 
must go back to him alone ; and his refusal to 
visit Canada and deliver lectures at the Canadian 
Universities because of the injustice done to the 
Indians settled in Canada is the only other that 
can be compared to this resignation prompted 
by simple and pure fellow-feeling and regard for 
the mother-country.’ (Everyman’s Eeview, 
Madras, June, 1919.) 

Tagore’s Gitanjali: Gitanjali (Song Offer- 
ings) which for the first time brought the Nobel 
Prize to a poet and thinker of the East, was first 
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published by the India Society, London, in 1912 
in a beautiful limited edition. It has been 
dedicated to the well-known artist, William 
Eothenstein. The introduction from the pen of 
W. B. Yeats, one of the greatest of living poets, 
is, as famous to-day as the Gua/iijali itself. In 
the Introduction, Yeats says : “ I hare carried 
the manuscript of these translations about with 
me for days, reading it in railway trains, or on 
the top of omnibuses and in restaurants, and 
I have often had to close it lest some stranger 
would see how much it moved me.” 

In 1913 Tagore was awarded the Nobel 
Prize “ in recognition ' of his profoundly sensi- 
tive, fresh and beautiful poetry, whereby he has, 
with consummate skill, introduced his poetic 
thought, in English guise, to the literature of the 
West.” 

Since then Tagore with his finely chiselled 
features is familiar to the whole world. In many 
European and Oriental countries, societies in his 
name have been formed. In 1927 Countess 
Metaxa, a G-reek lady of high fculture founded a 
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Tagore Society in Weseda (Japan) for the study 
of the work’s of Rabindranath Tagore. 

Tagore as Painter : Tagore is already known 
to us as poet, seer, patriot, humanist, and educa- 
tionist. But as painter, he never made himself 
known to us before. This freshest creation of 
his, he first made known in the West and from 
the West he let the world know of his paintings. 
He did this because ‘ his pictures are his gift to 
the world, while his gift to India is his poetry.’ 
The following lines will reveal to the readers, 
what Tagore himself thinks of his own paintings: 
“ Sir Prancis Younghusband presided at a meetiug 
of the India Society at the rooms of the British 
Indian Union, in London recently, when many 
recent paintings of Dr. Rabindranath Tagore were 
exhibited. The poet spoke of his discovery that 
he could paint in lines as well as words. He 
said that until he arrived in Europe recently, 
he was very diffident as to the merit of his 
paintings, but he was encouraged by the 
enthusiasm for them shown by some artists he 
chanced to meet in the south of Erauce, who 
insisted on his exhibiting some of them in Paris. 
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The judgment of some of their famous critics was 
extremely favourable. He was asked what 
preliminary training he had received, and his 
answer was that his training from childhood was 
in words, not in lines. He had an inborn sense 
of rhythm, even when he did not fully understand 
poetry. Verse, especially Sanskrit verse, had an 
intense fascination for him, and since then, as 
they knew, he had been doing nothing better 
than turning out verse, a task in which he found 
a deep sort of ecstasy. Only those creations of 
the poet or of the artist had a right to survive 
which had their proper balance, for inter-relation 
was a principle of creation. He might be told 
that some of the pictures before them were 
weird; but then, there were weird pictures 
in the history of creation. Camels were very 
weird ; but in its own surroundings in the desert 
the camel was complete. He had found in his 
paintings a means for the expression of reality. 
His discovery of this medium had given him 
intense satisfaction and pride — a pride such as 
all artists should have in achievement.” (Modern 
Preview, August, 19S0). 
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In 1932 when Tagox’e completed the seven- 
tieth year of his life, a commemoration volume, 
containing contributions from his friends and 
admirers in the East and the "West — -poets, 
authors, scholars and aritists — as offerings of 
their homage and tribute to the poet, was 
brought out entitled The Golden Book of Tagore. 
It is a unique hook and deserves to' he placed by 
the side of A. Book of Bomage to Shakespeare, 
edited by Gollancz. The credit for the success 
of such a splendid production undoubtedly 
to Mr. Eamananda Chatterji, the editor of “ The 
Modern Review.” 

His chief writings are : — 

Poems : — Oita/njali. 

The Crescent Ifoon. 

The Gardener. 

Fruit-Bathering. 

Strag Birds. 

The Lover's Gift and Crossing. 

The Parrofs Training. 

One Hundred Poems of HaUr. 
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Play : — GJiitra. 

The Tost Office. | 

Ted Oleanders. 

The King of the Dark Chamber. 

The Cycle of Sjprmg. 

J^ovels : — The Home and the World. 

Cora. 

The Wreck. 

Short 

» Stories : — Himgry Stones and other Stories. \ 

Broken Ties and other Stories. \ 

Mashi and other Stories. 1 

Essays ; — Nationalism. 

Personalities. 

Sadhana. 

Auto- 
biography : — My Teminiscences. 

Macmillan & Co., are the publishers of the ; 

above mentioned books. ; 

I 

The Teligion of Man (Hibbert Lectures, 


1930). (George Allen & U). 

The Golden [Boat. (Poems). {George Allen 




ROMMN HOLLAND {1866 -). 

Romam Rolland, Rrenoli author, was horn 
at Olameoy on J anuary 29, 1866. He received 
his early education at Olamecy and later in 
Paris. After graduating successfally, he took up 
teaching as a profession. In 1895 he was 
appointed a professor of art and hisijory at the 
Boole Norinale Superieure, where he himself as a 
student specialized in history. Besides his 
brilliant academic career, he possessed a taste tor 
music and knew much about great musicians, 
their art, and their peculiarities. While 
holding the post of a professor at Sorhonne, 
Rolland made himself known as a good critical 
writer by his brilliant studies on Millet (1902), 
Beethoven (1903) and Michml xingelo (1906). 
But he is also a man of intense genius, the 
world did not know till he brought out his 
biography of an imaginary German musician, 
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Jean Christo ‘plie (1904 — 1912). It is a huge 
iiOYel in successive books. 

Vol. I . — Dawn and Horning, 

Vol. II . — Storm and Stress. 

Vol. III . — J olin Christopher in Juris. 

Vol, IV. — Journey's Dnd. 

The Original Preneb edition is in 10 volumes. 
It is an international novel, ‘ as well-known in 
Italy, almost as well-known in Germany and 
England, as in Erance.’ Since Gilbert Cannan 
translated it into English, it is now well-known 
in India also. 

During the World War of 1914, Rolland 
contributed a series of articles in the J ournal de 
Creneve and later it came out in book form 
under the title JLu-dessus de la Helee. Eor 
these humane writings, he sutfered some loss of 
reputation in Erance. But his popularity im- 
mensely increased abroad. Two of his plays, 
Danton Le 14 Julliet (The Eourteenth of 
July) gained enthusiastic admiration for Mm in 
Berlin. The fourteenth of July is a play of the 
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French Eevolntion. Some of the lines in the 
author’s note are worth remembering. Such as ; 
“ If you wish to represent a tempest, you must 
not describe each wave, but a whole angry sea : 
an exact rendering of details is much less inij)or- 
tant than the passionate sweeping truth of the 
whole. 

“ The end of art is not dreams, but life. 
Action, should spring from the spectacle of 
action.” 

Among the modern French writers, Holland 
is liked most in India for his broad sympathy 
and the proper understanding of the Indian 
character, culture, religion and philosophy. His 
Mahatma Gandhi ; The Man Who Became One 
xoith the Universal Being, is still the best book 
on this great Indian leader. His another book, 
dealing with another Indian subject, is. Mama- 
hrishna : The Man-God and, the Universal' 
Gospel of V ivehananda. In this book Eolland 
has tried to show how in the life and teaching 
of Sri Eamakrishna and Vivekananda both the 
East and the West have their highest ideals and 
aspirations realised. 
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Among Ms later works of fictions, L’Ame 
Eiiolimitee (The Soul Enchanted, 1922), is the 
best. It is in two volumes ; 

Tol. I. Annette and Sylvie. 

Vol. II. Summer. 

In 1913, Eolland was awarded the Grrand 
Prix of the Erench Academy. 

In 1915, he was awarded the Nohel Prize 
as a tribute to the lofty idealism of his writings, 
and to the wide understanding of human nature 
springing from a profound sympathy, which 
thev reveal.” 

ft- 

He gave away the prize money for “ the 
mitigation of the miseries of Europe.” ’ 

His chief writings are 

John Christopher, 4 vols., trans. by 
Gilbert Oannan, 1911 — 1913. (Heine- 
mann). 

The Fotirteenth of J uly. Trans, by 
Barrett H. Clark. (George Allen & H.) 

I. Stefan Zweig : Remain Rolland. 
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Above the Battle. (Books of tlie War). 

The Forermmer. A sequel to the Above 
the Battle. 

The Soul Bncho/nted {pa^ne enohantee) 
2 vols. (Thornton Butterworth). 

Mahatma Gaudhi. (Swartmore Press). 
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VEENER VON HEIDENSTAM (1859—). 

Verner von, Heidenstam, Swedish author, was 
horn on July 6, 1859 in Olshammar. Since his 
childhood he kept an indifferent health, and 
when he was quite a youth, his lung-troubles 
compelled him to go to a place of milder climate. 
He spent several years in wandering in the East. 
He remained for a considerable time in Turkey 
and Egypt and was much impressed by oriental 
manners and customs. After regaining his 
health, he returned home and gave his impressions 
of the oriental life in a collection of poems 
entitled Vcdlfart och V cm4r hi gsaar (‘ Pilgrimage 
and Years of Wandering,’ 1888). This was 
followed by an oriental story, Endymion (1889). 
After this, he brought out his great work, Sam 
Alienm, a book of conspicuously beautiful verse 
concerning a pilgrimage in search of beauty. 
Such subjects are always after his heart, for, in 
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his youth he himself fell in love with a Swiss 
girl and married her. His pen has the quality 
of a painter’s brush and the reason is not far to 
seek, for, at one time in his youth he was very 
ambitious to be a first-rate painter. 

His great prose work, KaroUnern, 2 vols., 
1897 — 98 (English trans. ‘The Carlists’), dealing 
with the time of King Charles II., indicates the 
author’s transition to national ideas. 

In 1915, by his Dikter, he brought him- 
self to the front rank of the modern Swedish 
Poets. The idealistic tendency is most promi- 
nent in all his writings. 

In 1916, he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
“ in recognition of this importance as represent- 
ing a new epoch in Swedish literature.” 

His Chief writings are ; — 

Selected poems. (Oxford Press). 

Selected stories. (Harrop). 

QTimdes Men. (Allen and U). 

JELeliga Srigittas Pilgrims far d 


(St. Brigitta’s Pilgrimage, 1901). 
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KARL GJBLLERUP (1857—1919). 

Karl Gjellerup, Laiiish poet and antlior, was 
born on July 2, 1857 at Eoholte, Zealand. 

Though he was the son of a clergyman and 
studied theology, he never wanted himself to he 
a clergyman. He also showed this by writing an 
anti-theological novel, entitled The Disciple of 
the Tetitom (1882). 

Georg Braudes, one of the most learned critics 
of Europe and the author of the monumental 
works, JIain Qurrents In Nimteenth Century 
Literature. (English version, 6 vols.) exercised 
great influence on poets like Gjellerup, and 
G;iellerup in homage to Brandes, wrote many books 
in which ‘modernist doctrines’ were most cons- 
picuous. 

Eor reasons of health, he left his home 
eountry and after a prolonged journey in Europe, 
he settled for sometime in Dresden. In Dresden 
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he took to writing earnestly and wrote many 
dramas and novels displaying various aspoets of 
human life and character. He also wrote nianv 
hooks on music and art. His two novels, Minna 
and Mollen (The Mill) deal with ‘ eternal prob- 
lems in the ethical manner of Schiller.’ 

In his later years he was deeply moved by 
the writings of classical authors and turned out 
the following books : 

Die Opferfeuer (1903). 

Das Weil der V ollendeten (1907). 

Die Weltwanderer (1910). 

Der goldens Zweig (1917). 

Monmlus (1924). 

In Minna^ Dresden is for its back-ground. In 
Die Weltwanderer, the scene is laid in India. In 
The Pilgrim Kamanita (Der Pilger Kamanota), 
again the scene is laid in India, on the banks of 
the Ganges, during the time of Lord Buddha. 
Kamanita is the son of a rich merchant of Avanti, 
who is sent on business to the Court of the King 
Udena in Kosambi. And thus begins his ‘ Pil- 
grimage.’ It is a legendary romance. 
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In 1917 Gjellerup shared the Nobel Prize 
with Pontoppidan “for his varied and rich 
poetry, which is inspired by lofty ideals.” 

He died on i October 13, 1919. 


His Chief Writings are 


The Tilgrim Kammiita. Trans, by J. E. 
Logie. (London). 

Minna, Trans, by C. L. Neilson. 
(London) 
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HENKIE: PONTOPPIDAN (1857— ). 

Henrik Pontoppidan, Danish atithor, was 
horn on July 24, 1857 at Prederica, Jutland. 
He wanted to be an engineer and studied physics 
and mathematics at the University of Copen- 
hagen. He is very fond of travelling, is evident 
from the fact that when he was eighteen years 
of age, he travelled on foot through G-ermany 
and Switzerland. It is said that while he stayed 
at Switzerland, he had his first love affair. 

He appears to have studied thoroughly the 
life and conditions of ithe peasants of his own 
country. He wrote many novels but remained 
pretty obscure till his trilogy was published. 
These three stories are : — 

Mnld (Soil, 1891). 

Det Forfaeltedeland (The Promised 
Land, 1892). 

Bommens Dag (The Kingdom of the 
Dead). 
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In 1898, Pontoppidan started a new series 
entitled LyJcJee Per. It is the story of a typical 
Jutlander. It was completed in 1904. His 
another trilogy, De JDodes Hige (1912 — ^16) 
deals with the first decade of the twentieth 
century. 

Pontoppidan is very vivid in his descriptions 
and his stories always centre round the Danish 
life and disclose all its aspects. 

In 1917 he shared the Nohel Prize with 
Cijellerup “ for his vital description of prescuit- 
clay life in Denmark.” 

His chief writings are : — 

Fra . 

FolkelwessJdldrnagar. 2 Parts, 1888—90. 

Skyer, 1890. 

Ffiiantiel or Children of the Sod. Trans, 
hy Mrs. Edgar Lucas. London. 

The Fromisecl Land. Trans. Iry Mrs. 


Edgar Lucas. 


London. 


The > Apothecary’s Laughter. Trans, 

by C. L. Hielson. London. 
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CARL SPITTELER (1845--1924). 

Carl Spitteler, Swiss poet, essayist, and 
novelist was born on April 24, 1845 at Liestal, 
near Basle. He studied theology but not with 
the .intention of becoming a ministei'. His 
ambition was to become a poet. His first 
important work Prometheus and PJpimetheus 
came out in 1880 under the pseudonym of ‘ Eeliz 
Tandem’. This is a very long epic written in a 
rhythmical prose. Remain Holland, another 
Nobel Laureate says of this epic : “ I was struck 
by his Prometheus and P pimetheus, by its %’'ery 
ruggedness, its chaotic aspect — the violence of 
the sap running riot which seems to shoot from 
the trunk of the oak, gigantic foliage, which 
develops here, myths, apologues, parables of a 
simple and familiar grandeur, and there some 
savage symbols which seem to emerge from some 
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fable-book of the Middle Ages. Or one is fasci- 
nated by the incomparable joy of that symphony, 
the Swiss Pastoral — Pandoi’a ! One would be 
reminded of young Beethoren with his ardent 
gallops, yet already charged with experience and 
breaking with herculean arms all the shackles of 
thought and form, as in the latest Quartettes. ” ' 
In 1883 Spitteler brought out a book of 
Terse entitled Bxtrmmmdana, This was followed 
by Schmetterlmge (Butterflies) in 1889. His 
other volumes of short poems are : LUerarische 
Gleich, 'Balladen, Glookenlieder (Bell Songs). 

His great book, an epic, Olympisoher Wruhl- 
for which he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
came out at intervals from 1900 to 1905. The 
English title of this epic is Olympian, Spring. 
Let us once more read the beautiful lines of 
Eomain Eoliand on this epic. Eolland says; 
“ One feels to one’s advantage in the 
Spring the strong will, the intellectual order, 
the sublime play of creation — Apollo the Mero 

I, Remain RoUand ! A Modern Epic Genius- 
Carl Spitteler. Trans, by Dr. Kalidas Nag. (Modern 
Review, Sept., 1925). 
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; , (title of a song in Olympian Spring). "Wliat an 

; eshuberant flowering of dreams, yisions, inven- 

tions magnificient and charming, everything new, 

; fresh, springing, healthy and frank. The spring 

unfolds itself ; full springtide on the mountains 
i and on the sky the flo wer of the stars ! That is 
! ' a new world by itself — ^the world of myths and 

, , gods— one seems to he intoxicated with it.” 

i ii Spitteler’s prose writings include : 

Imago, Lachende WaJirheiten (Laughing 
I Truth), Die Madchenfeinde (Two Little Miso- 

! gynists), Meim Fruhesten Ftrlebnisse, an account 

of his childhood. 

j , Spittler’s three epics — the first, Fromethem 

I mid Fpimetheus and the second Der Olympischer 

] Fruhling (Olympian Spring) are already familiar 

I ' ■ to our readers. His third epic Fromethem der 

• ! Duller, the mature treatment of the theme of his 

first epic, was published in December, 1924 only 
f fifteen days before his death. 

In 1919, Spitteler was awarded the Nobel 
1 : Prize “ in appreciation as especially of his power- 

; ful epic, ‘Olympischer Fruhlmg\” 
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His chief writings are : — 

’Prometheus mid Epithemiis. 

Oympischer Pruhling {Olympian Spr- 
ing). 

Prometheus der Pulder. 

Laughing Truths. Trans, by James S'. 

MuMieacl. (Putnam). 

Selected Poems. (Putnam). 
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KNUT HAMSUN (1859—). 

Kmit Hamsun (Knut Pedersen Hamsun), 
Norwegian author was born on August 4, 1859 at 
Lorn, a deep valley of northern Norway. He 
came of poor parents. His childhood was 
spent under the roof of an uncle who was 
a clergyman. He built his house above the ocean 
stream, Glimma. Hamsun, a solitary child, with- 
out any playmate, ‘ found his chief amusement 
in roaming about in the cemetery, spelling out 
the inscriptions on crosses and slabs, making up 
stories about them, and talking to himself or 
listening to the wind rustling in the grass that 
grew tall on neglected graves ”. ’ 

His uncle also had no money to send Hamsun 
to school. Hamsun was, therefore, apprenticed 
to a cobbler in the city of Bodo. Henceforth 
Hamsun spent about twelve years wanderino 
from place to place and picking up one occupation 
after another. Sometime he worked as i*oad- 
mender or coal-trimmer. On the praries he worked: 

I. H. A. Larsen : Knut Hamsun. 
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as a laboum*. Once he ‘ worked as a tram- 
conductor on the old Halsted Street line of horse- 
ears in Chicago — where, according to a legend 
which has every mark of authenticity, he in&ri- 
ated. patrons of the company hy being so deep in 
a pocket Euripides that he carried them past their 
stops, and was duly discharged therefor.’ (Wilson 
Bulletin). 

Hamsun met with many vissitudes of life and 
most of the time, till his great book Sunger 
came out, he made a precarious living. Larsen, 
whom we have already quoted once says : “Once 
he cursed God. He had begged a bone of a 
butcher under pretense of giving it to his dog, 
and hid it under his coat until he came to a door- 
way where he could take it out and gnaw it. But 
the noxious bits came up again as fast as he could 
swallow them, while the tears streamed from his 
eyes, and his whole body shook with nausea. 
Then he screamed out his imprecations : ‘ I tell 

you, you sacred Ba’al of hea’ven, you do not exist 
but if you did I would curse you so that your 
heaven should tremble with the fires of hell . . .’ ” 
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In 1888, in a Danish magazine came out 
a portion of his novel Suit, which is now so well- 
known to the English readers, as llxmiger. This 
hook is considered to he in substance the record 
of his own earlier experiences. Two years later 
Hunger came out in a hook form and made 
its author at once famous. 

Since the appearance of the Groioth of the 
Soil (‘Markens Grode’) in 1917, he had published 
among other minor works, Ilysteries (1892), 
Pan (1894), Victoria (1898), Munken Vendt 
(1902), The Wild Chorus (1904), Wanderers, 
Shallow Soil (1893), Dreams (1904), Children of 
the Age (1913), Segelfoss City (1915). 

The Growth of the Soil is regarded as Ham- 
sun’s ‘ greatest triumph’ and presently it will be 
seen that it was as author of this book, that he 
was chosen for the Nobel Prize. 

In 1920, Hamsun w^as awarded the Nobel 
Prize “ for his monumental work. Harkens 
GrodeV 
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His chief writings are : — 

E-unger (Duckworth). 

Groioth of the Soil. (Gyldendal)- 
T agaionds (Cassell). 

Mysteries (George Allen & II.) 

JE omen at the Fimip (George Alien 
& H.). 


I 


I 
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ANATOLE PRANCE (1844—1924). 

Anatole Prance (Jacques Anatole Thibault), 
Preacii author, poet, and critic, was horn in 
Pai’is, in 1844. His father had a hig bookseller’s 
business. In the book-shop many of the greatest 
writers and original thinkers of the day used to 
gather and Anatole Prance, who since his birth 
had a visionary cast of mind, could not but feel 
insphed by then* presence. 

Being the only child in the family. Prance was 
too much petted by his mother and grand-mother, 
but on no occasion he was allowed to go astray or 
misbehave. James Lewis May, one of his best 
biographers says: “Anatole Prance was evid- 
ently a mother’s boy. With his father’s views 
he invariably disagreed. The circumstance is not 
uncommon.... Maternal instinct is a better guide 
than paternal reason. Madame tPrance even 
went counter to Monsieur Dubois, who had 
enjoined the boy never to think of being an 
author; for, he said, the literary career was one in 
which moderate success was less desirable than 

170 



ANATOLE FKANCE 


downright failure. As soon as Monsieur Dubois’ 
back was turned, she kissed her son on the nape 
of his neck and whispered in his ear : ‘ Be a 
writer, my son ; you have brains, and you will 
make the envious hold their tongue’.”’ 

Now the whole world knows what a great 
and international author, Anatole Erance was. 

After a brilliant career in pitre journalism, 
Anatole Erance took tip writing as a profession. 
His biographical study of Alfred de Vigny 
appeared in 1868. In 1873, he invited criticism 
as a poet by his Poemes Pores. Three years 
later it was followed by Les Noces Corintheiennes 
(The Bride of Corinth), a poetic play. Since then 
his industry found expression in numbers of 
critical studies of great acuteness and faultlessly 
written novels. He opened the gate of his fame 
for the first time by The Ori,ine of Sylvestre 
Bonnard in 1881. My Friend! s Booh appeared 
in 1885. Erom 1889 — 1895 there is hardly any 
year in which he did not publish one or two 

I. James Lewis May: Anatole France. (Monsieur 
Dubois was ‘scholar and gentleman, of the old school, 
antiquar)', friend and councellor of the France family.’) 
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"books: Balthasar (short stories) 1889, Tha/is 
(1890), Life and Letters (four series) 1891 — 92, 
3Iotlier of Pearl (1892),® the Sign of the Peine 
Pedauqne, (1893), The Op'miom of M. J eronie 
Coignard (1898), The Bed Lily (1894), The 
Garden of JSpiczorus (1895), and The Well of 
St. Glare (1895). 

We have already seen that almost all the 
Jfobel Laureates are great travellers. Anatole 
France did not prove an exception to this 
practice. He travelled in France and abroad 
widely. In 1909, he went on a lecturing tour 
to the Argentine, unfortunately, France was not 
an orator. ‘ Moreover, the Archbishop of Buenos 
Ayres denounced him in a sort of pontificial 
edict. No women attended his lectures, and an 
audience without women is bound to be some- 
what lugubrious.’’ 

Similarly, in 1922, the Pope ordered the 
works of Anatole France to be placed on the 
list of books banned by the Catholic Church, the 
Index Epurgatoriotis. Encyclopaedia Britanmca 
says of Anatole France: “ An opponent of 

I. James Lewis May: Anatole France. 
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Cliiircli and State, he seemed to put his faith in 
the people and to expect the world to he renewed 
hy some hind of revolution. On this point his 
ideas remained rather vague.” 

Two greatest events of his life took place 
successively in 1920 and 1921. In 1920, he was 
married to Mademoiselle Emma Laprevotte. In 
1921, lie was awarded the Nobel Prize “ in re- 
cognition of his brilliant work as an author, 
which is characterised hy nobility and vigour of 
style and hy wide human sympathy, and is 
typical of the Erench genius.” 

As a storyteller, Erauce holds the highest 
place in the world’s literature. Balthasar and 
Grainqubille are best known of his shorter 
stories. Among his numerous novels The Crime 
of Syl'oestre Bonnard and Thais are undoubtedly 
the best. The former he wrote to please thej 
public and the latter to please himself. 

Erance was a deep student of human nature 
and as such, he has shown in his hooks, human 
nature in all its moods and tenses. His style is 
perfect and clear, and his language is fall of 
rhythm and sweetness. 
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Before his death he expressed a desire to be 
buried like Saiute-Beuve. The following lines 
written by Prance himself in his Boswellian 
Beeord by Jean-Jacques Brousson (Thornton 
Butterworth) are pathetic but frank confes> 
sions : “ How should I like to be buried ? 
Like Sainte-Beuve. He managed to take bin 
leave with the discretion of a man of wit, on tip- 
toe, if I may say so. No solemn announcement: 
No religious ceremonies. Let us spare the living 
these mortuary allegories and draperies, these 
gross, ridiculous symbols. Since we must go, 
let us take the shortest road. I love women 
too well to wish to sadden those who will pass 
me on my last drive ...” 

Prance died on October 13, 1924 at Tours. 

His chief writings are : 

The works of Anatole Prance. In English. 
Edited by Prederic Chapman and J. 
Lewis May. The New Popular 
Edition. (John Lane). My Friends 
Book. The TV ell of St. Glare. Pierr* 
Noziere. Mother of Pearl. Balthai- 
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ar. Crainqmhille. Thais. The Bed 
Lily. The Bride of Corinth. At the I 

Sign of the Berne Pedauqtie. The 
Aspirations of Jea/n Servien. The 
Garden of Epicurm. The Bemlt of 
the Angels. J ocasta and the Famished 
Cat. The Elm Tree on the Mall. The 
Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard. Bengtim ' 

Island. The Gods are Athirst. The 
Seven Wives of Bluebeard. On Life 
and Letters (Series I— IV). The Life 
of J oan of Arc. 3 Vols. 



JACINTO BENAVENTE (1866—). 

Jacinto Benavente, the Spanish dramatist 
was born in Madrid, in 1866. His father was a 
physician who wanted his son to be a barrister. 

Even when he was a schoolboy, Benavente 
was greatly inclined towards actors and theatres. 
Clowns and their gestures used to amuse him 
immensely. W^ith such a bent of j mind, it was 
not possible for young Benavente to go on wi&h 
his studies. He soon left the University. 

Now being absolutely free from any occupa- 
tion, he tried his hands at many things. He first 
published a book of poems but nobody cared to 
read it. He then wrote a play called JSl Teatro 
Fcmtastico (1893), this too proved a failure. But 
he remained always imdaunted. He soon found 
an opportunity to join a circus and travel from 
place to place in Russia. While he was with 
this emeus, he learnt many things about the 
stage and theatrical devices. 

But he never allowed his ambition to cool 
down in order to become a writer. He tried his 
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hands also at x^rose and brought out Cartas de 
Mideres (Women’s Letters). He again returned 
to dramas and published sereral of them. 

In 1901, he gave to the public his Sacrijicio 
and in 1902, his Alma Triumfante (The 
Soul Triumphant) and made himself known as a 
satirist. Being elated bv the success, he brought 
out more plays : Noche del Sabado (Saturday 
Hight, 1903), ilf as Fuerte que el (Stronger 
Than Love, 1906), Los Ojos de los Muertoa 
(The Byes of the Bead, 1907), Frincesa Behe 
(1909), La Escuela de las Frincesas (The School 
of the Princesses, 1909). 


Los Intereses creados (Created Interests, 1909) 
is supposed to be Benavente’s profoundest work. 
La Oindad Alegre y Gonfiada (The Gay and 
Confident City) published in 1916, is the sequel 
of the former play. 


highest 


In 1913, Benavente soared to the 
Ijinnaele of his fame by producing La Malquer- 
ida (The Passion Blower). The same year he 
was elected to the chair of Marcelino Menendz 
y Pelayo in the Spanish Academy. 


II 
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Beaavente has produced about one hundred 
and fifty plays. Several of them have been 
translated into various languages and produced 
in remote parts of the world. 

In 1922, Benavente was awarded the Hobel 
Brize “ for the happy manner in which he has 
carried on the honourable traditions of the 
Spanish Drama.” 

Hischiefwritingsai-e:— 

^ by J. G. Underhill. 

M;; ^ : 

The Vulgar. 

The Mistress of the Home. 

Saturday Night. 

The Hose of Autumn. 

Vested Interests. 

The Tassion Motoer. 








WILLIAM BUTLEll YEATS (1865—). 

William Butler Yeats, Irish poet, was 
horn on June 13, 1865 at Sandymount near 
Thihlin. His father J. B. Yeats was a well- 
known artist. W. B. Yeats will ‘always be 
of special interest to Indians as it was Ms 
discriminating and enthusiastic praise of the 
GitanjaU, usherd into the Ei^lish language with 
Ms introduction, that began Eabindranath 
Tagore’s recognition in the West’ ’ 

Yeats published his tirst book of poems The 
Wanderings in Oisiu in 1889 when he was 
twenty four years old. It immediately attracted 
attention of the lorers of genuine poetry. The 
foundation stone of his fame was thus laid. He 
now made London his permanent residence and 
came in contact with many young writers. In 
1892 Ms first poetic play The Countess Cathleen 
I, P. Seshadri : ConUmporary English Poetry, 
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came out. “ When I wrote my Countess Catli- 
leen” says Yeats, “I thought, of course, 
chiefly of the actual picture that was forraiug 
before me, but there was a secondary meaning 
that came into my mind continuously. ‘ It is the 


i':f 


soul of one that lores Ireland,’ I thought, ‘piung 


if 'i 


ing into unrest, seeming to lose itself, to bargain 
itself away to the yei'y wickedness of the world, 
and to surrender what is eternal for what is 
temporary.’ In 1924, it was followed by 
another play The Land of Hearfs Desire. In 
1897, he published three books of prose : The 
Tables of ' the Law, The Secret Dose, and The 
Adoration of the Magi. Prior to these appeared 
a volume of essays The Celtic TtmlighL Yeats 
was all along intensely thinking how to form an 
Irish Theatre. Andrew E. Malone describes this 
event thus : “ To one of these came the idea that 
Ireland ought to have a national di*ama of its 
own ; and when that idea came to W. B. Yeats, 
the Irish drama was conceived. He discussed 
the matter with George Moore, Edward Martyn, 
and Lady Gregory ; and with the assistance of 
2 , W, B, Yeats: Plays and Conttoversies. 



WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS 


these three he founded the Irish Literary 
Theatre. When that theatre gawe its first 
performance in Dublin in 1899, the Irish drama 
was born, and a new national drama was given 
to the world ... So Ireland came at last to 
be represented in the theatre of the world.”* 
Yeats says that both Mr. Moore and Mr. Martyn 
dropped out of the movement after the third 
performance at the Irish Literary Theatre in 
1901. 

Teats, though devoted much of his time and 
energy to this Irish Theatre, was not at all silent 
about his own works. Since 1897 his well-known 
books of poems are : The Wind Among the 
Meeds (1899), MesponsiUlities ami other Moems 
(1914), The Wild Steam at Coole (1917), Later 
Poems (1922), and The Toioer (1927). 

His noteworthy volumes of essays are : Idea^ 
of Good and Moil (1903), The Gutting of an 
Agate (1912), Per Arnica Silentia Lunae (1918). 

His most successful plays are : The Land of 
Hearths Desire (1894), The Shadoimj Waters 

I. Andrew E. Malone : The LaU Development in 
Irish Drama, (Edinburg Review, April, 1927). 
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(1900), On Bailees Strand (1904), The King's 
Threshold (1904), Deirdre (1907), and The Green 
Selmet 

In 1920, Teats patlished four curious plays, 
called Fotir Blays for Dancers. Of these plays, 
Yeats says : “ All must be played to the accom- 
paniment of drum and zither and flute, but on 
no account must the words be spoken ‘ through 
music’ in the fashionable way ; and the players 
must move a little stifiiy and gravely like 
marionettes and, I think, to the accompaniment 
of drum taps.” (From Preface). Four Flays for 
Dcmcers is now included in his book called 
Flays and Controversies (1928). 

Yeats is still a Director of the Irish Theatre. 
He is also one of the founders of the Irish Literary 
Society. In 1922, the Government of the Irish 
Free State nominated him as one of its first 
Senators. 

In 1924, he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
“for his poetry which is always inspired, and 
gives expression in a rigidly artistic form to the 
spirit of a people.” 
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WILLIAM BUTLBE YE ATS 

Yeats is the emhodiment of the spirit of 
pure poetry, a denizen of elfinland and a silver 
of mystic vision whose passionate worship of the 
muses knows no distraction. 

One should not forget to note that Yeats has 
the habit of rewriting his works. And thus his 
‘ Golleoted ecUtion in eight volumes published in 
1908 has long been superseded.’ 

His chief writings are:— 

(Published by Macmillan & Co., London.) 

Later Poerm. Plays in Prose and 
Verse. Plays &nd Controversies. 
Essays. Early Poems and Stories. 
Pesponsibilities and other Poems. 
The Wild Swans at Ooole. Stories 
of Ped Hanrahan. The Cutting of 
rni Agate. Ideas of Good and Evil. 

Tower. Autobiography. The Wind- 
ing Stair and other Poems. 
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WLABYSLAS ST. EEYMONT (1868— 1925). 

Wiadyslas St. Eeymoat was born on May 7, 
1867 at Kobiele Wielkie in Russian Pollan A 
He wrote early and died early. WMlst still a 
child, be attempted to translate Chopin’s music 
into verse. He spent his youth in various 
occupations. He was first a store clerk, then a 
telegraph operator. He was an actor in an 
itinerant theatrical company. He also worked 
in the fields as a labourer. He even tried to 
enter into a monastery as a monk. 

He began his literary career in 1893, with 
some realistic short stories. His first book. 
The Tilgrimage to J cmiagora, appeared in 1895. 
It was followed by The Comedienne (1896), 
JParments (1897), and Lily (1899). All these 
achieved a moderate success and provided him 
with money, just enough to enable him to travel 
in Italy, England and some other places. While 
staying at Lodz, an industrial city, he produced a 
novel, called Ziemia Ohieeana (The Promised 
Land), describing industrialism in Lodz. This 
earned for him the name of ‘The Polish Zola.* 
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Emboldened by its success, be afterwards wrote 
a novel describing the real peasant life, called 
The Peasants (Chlopi). It appeared in four 
volumes and took full five years to complete 
(1904—09). It is a four volume novel deserib- 
ing tbe four season’s labours of a peasant. 
Autumn, Winter, Spring, and Summer. Sjpring 
appeared in Polish in 1904 — 05 ; tbe other three 
‘ seasons ’ in 1905 — 1909. 

In 1924, Reymont was awarded the Nobel 
Prize “for his great national epic, The Peasant** 
He was the second Pole to win the prize, the 
first being Sienkiewicz. 

Reymont died on 5th of December, 1925 
just as he was receiving a general acknowledg- 
ment in the world. 

His chief writings are 

The Promised Land. Trans, bv M, H. 

Dziewicki. 

The Peasants. (Jarrolds). 

Before Bawn. 

Prom a Diary. 

The Storm. 

Reymont’s novels now comprise twenty-three 
volumes. 
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GEOEGE BEENAED SHAW (1856—). 

George Bernard Shaw, Irish dramatist and 
critic, was horn on July 26, 1856, in Buhlim 
His father was high Sheriff of Kilkenny. 

Shaw came to London in 1876, and devoted 
himself to socialism. He was art critic for four 
years to the “ World,” one year to “ Truth,” and 
then became musical critic to the “World.”' 
While he was thus engaged, him mother became 
known as an amateur singer ‘ because of her 
mezzo soprano voice of remarkable purity’. 
She gave tuitions in music and maintained 
the family mainly out of her own income. At 
intervals from 1879 to 1883, Shaw wrote 
five novels. Immaturity, The Irrational Knot 
(1880), Love Among the Artists (1881), Gmhel 
Byron^s Profession (1882), and Aw Unsocial 
Socialist (1883). It is said that when the Ms. of 
Immaturity was submitted to Chapman & Hall,. 
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for consideration, George Meredith, as their- 
literarv reader, wrote ‘ No ’ on it. Shaw, there- 
upon, set aside fiction and took to writing drama. 
His first Widowers' Souses appeared in 

1892 and others soon followed : The Shilan^ 
derer : A Topical Comedy on Ihsenism (1893), 
3lrs. Warren's Srofession : A Play (1894), 
Arms and the 31 cm : A Comedy (1894), Candida 
The 3Iun of Sestiny (1895), You Never 
Can Tell (1897). In 1898 all these plays were- 
collected and published under the title Flays : 
Fleasant and JJnpleasmit. 

In 1901, Shaw published Three Flays for 
which included : The Sevil's Siseifle 
(1897), Caesar and Cleopatra (1898), and Captain 
Brassbound’s Conversion (1890). 

The following three plays are now considei’ed 
i to be his greatest : SeaH Break Souse, Bach to 
$ 3Iethnsclah, and iSaint Joan. His another 
^ notable play is 3Iacn and Superman (1903). 

These plays made Shaw not only famous but 
rich also. 

Shaw' is rery sti'ict and particular about 
everything. He is even particular about the 
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printing of Ms Ijooks. He gires directiom for 
tlie typos that are to be used in printing Ms 
books. He is a strict vegetarian and teetotaller. 

He is known throughout the world as a 
Fabian. In 1884 be joined the Fabian Society 
and was one of its prominent members. As a 
member of this Society he came in touch with 
IHi’s. Annie Besant and his Quintessence of 
Ibseumn published in 1891 is the resalt of the 
paper on Ibsen which he had read under the 
auspices of the Fabian Society in 1890. 

His another and admirable book Intelligeni 
TFotmn’s Guide to ^Socialism came out in 1928, 
And the latest important book from his pen 
undoubtedly is, The Adventures of the Black 
Girl in her Search for God, (1932). In it he 
expresses his views on Eeligion. To know his 
views on Christianity, one also should read the 
preface to his Androcles and the Lion. 

Mr. Chesterton says : “ Many people know 
Mr. Bernard Shaw chiefly as a man who would 
write a very long preface even to a short play.’* 
Shaw himself says : “ All my prefaces are impor- 
tant.” 
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On liis woris Shaw says : “ I am not merely 
a gadfly tJiat stirs men to thinlc. My work 
viewed as a whole is constructive. I have laid 
a brick or two of the groundwork for a new 
gospel. Every play, every preface I wrote, 
conveys a message. I am the messenger boy of 
the new age. If yon piece the various messages 
together, you will find an astonishing unity of 
endeavour, often, I admit, disguised and embroi- 
dered.” 

In 1925, Shaw was awarded the Nohel 
Prize “ for his literai’y work, which is charac- 
terised both hy idealism and hy linmanity, and 
whose lively satire is frequently associated with 
pecnliar poetic beauty.” 

His opinion of the Nohel Prize is typical of 
him : “ I can forgive Alfred Nobel for having 
invented the dynamite. But only a fiend in 
human form could have invented the Nohel 
Prize.” 

Shaw gratefully accepted the honour but 
generously refused the prize money. With it he 
founded an Anglo-Sicedish Literary Foundation 
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Di* the furtheraace of eulteai relations between 
Great Britain and Sweden, and particularly to 
the publication of translations from Swedish into 
Bnglish and viee-verm. The income ,of the 
fund is about £400 a year. 

His chief writings are ; 

(Published by Constable & Co., London). 

The Quintessence of Ibsenism, JPlays 
Pleasant and Unpleasant, Three 
Plays for Puritans, Heart Break 
House, Back to Methuselah, Saint 
Joan, Intelligent TU Oman’s Guide 
to Socialism, The Adventures of the 
Black Girl in her Search for God, 
(1932). 

His latest books: Too True to he Good, 
Village Wooing, On the Bocks. 



GEAZIA DELEDDA (1875^ — -). 

Grazia Deledda, Italian Novelist was born, 
.in Biome, in 1875. She came into world pro- 
minence in 1926, by being the recipient of the 
Nobel Prize for literature. The first Italian to 
receive such honour was Carducei. 

Deledda was a born novelist and, as such, she 
started writing at a very early age. When she 
was hardly fifteen, she published her first novel 
Sangns Sardo and stirred the whole reading 
public in her native town of Nuoro, because no 
woman in her country, ever before did write 
novel or anything for the public. She also 
wrote many short stories. 

Marianna Sirca and Anime Oneste are really 
the two novels with which Deledda succeeded 
in winning the public. Her another most 
successful novel is lUncendio nell ’Oliveto. But 
it is in La Madre (Mother) that she reaches the 
high water mark as a writer of novels. 
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In 1926, she was awai'dol the Nobel Prize 
for her La Fuga in Egltto. In awarding the 
prize the Swedish Academy says; “Whose 
works are inspired by high ideals, in her des- 
criptions of life on her native island, which are 
rendered with the vividness of a painter, and 
who has treated general human problems with 
depth and sympathy.” 

Her eliief writings are : — 

Marianna Siroa. 

Anime Oneste, 

Cenere, , 

L’Incendio mlV OUveto. 

La Madre. English Version- — Mother. 


lIEJs'RI BERGSON (1859 -). 

Henri Bergson, Ereneli pliilosoplier, and 
member of the French Academy, was born 
on October IS, 1859. He came of Anglo- 
Jevvish parents and spent early days of his 
chilcUiood in London. He studied at the Lyeee 
hoiitane, Paris, tiie name of which has since 
been changed to Lycee Condorset. He was a 
oiilliaiit scholar and is said to have taken 
prizes on every possible occasion. In 1878, 
he entered Eeoie Normale Superieure and 
taught philosophy for three years. In 1889, 
he took his degree of I^octcuT-Bs-Lsttvcs with 
<listinction in philosophy. Essctri sur Ics i'/ntns- 
diates de la Gomoience (1889) was the thesis for 
his doctorate. The same year, we find him at 
the Lycee Kenri Quatre where he collected 
materials for his Matiere et Memoire (Matter and 
Memory) which appeared in 1896. In 1900, he 
became a Professor at the College de France 
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where he sueoeeded Gabriel Tarde and occupied 
the Chair of Modern Philosophy. 1907 appeared 
his greatest work, ItJEvohdion Creafrice. In 
1931 he was again in England as President of the 
Society for Psychical Eesearch. At Oxford, 
he delivered lectures on JLa Perception d% 
Chmgenmd. In 1918 he occupied the seat 
vacated by Emile Ollivier at the Academy 
Erancaise. 

Bergson’s all works are concerned with dura- 
tion and movement. Joseph Solomon explains 
thus : “ When says Bergson, to get a glass of 
sugar-water I melt sugar in water, the process 
undoubtedly has duration ; I have to wait for its 
completion, and that waiting I more or less 
acutely feel. But observation — in which word 
we include the profoundest science — knows of 
nothing but the beginning and end of the process, 
or, if it can subdivide it into different processes, 
still of nothing but the beginnings and ends of 
these, for apprehending the process and the 
duration which is an inseparable feature of the 
process it has no organ.”’ 

I. Joseph Solomon : Bergson (Constable). 
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Bergson himself admits that each of his hooks 
cost him several years of scientific research ; and 
each of them issues in no vague generalities 
hut in conclusions which are able to throw light 
on some one aspect of very special problems.^ 

London Mercury says : “ There was a time 
when all fashionable Paris flocked to his lectures 
and all philosoj)hical Edgland was engaged in 
criticizing him, Lord Balfour as effectively as 
most.” 

In 1927 he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
“ in recognition of his rich and life-giving ideas 
and resplendent art with which they have been 
presented.” 

His chief writings are : — 

The Immediate Data of Consciousness. 
Matter mid Memory. 

Creative Dvolution. Trans, by Arthur 
Mitchell. (Macmillan). 

2. Algot Ruhe and Nancy Margaret Paul: 

Bergson : An Account of his Itje and Philo- 
sophy. 
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SIGRID UNDSET (1882—), 

Sigricl IJndset, Norwegian. Novelist was born 
on IMay 20, 1882 at Kallundborg, Denmark. Her 
father was one of Norway’s great historians and 
she, as his secretary, absorbed mnch of his know- 
ledge and later made nse of his manuscripts in 
writing her novels. She received her education at 
the Christiania Mercantile College. She started 
her life from the very low rung of the ladder. In 
1899 she entered a city office as a clerk and 
now we find her as one of the most remarkable 
figures in the Norwegian literature. In 1907 she 
published Fru Marta Oulie. But the real start- 
ing point of her fame is her novel, pub- 
lished in 1912. The trilogy by which she became 
known to the English-speaking world and holds 
a position of her own to-day did not see the light 
till 1920. The name of this trilogy is Kristm 

196 


SIGRID UNDSET 


LmramdcMei' (1920-22). In English translartions 
they are as under : 

Ft. I. The Garland. 

Pt. II. The Mistress of Husahj. 

Pt. III. The Cross. 

Her another great work 01 av Atid/unsson has 
been translated into English as The Acre (1928). 
It was followed hy The Snake- pit in 1929. 

J. E. S. Arrow smith has given a correct 
estimate of her works in ‘ The London Mercury’ 
in reviewing her book, called The Sou Avenger. 
“ Miss Undset w’-rites,” says Arrowsmith, “ with 
the steady hand of the mature, the wise, the 
experienced matron. She is always, as it were, 
Ijlimging her hand into the bag of human passions 

-domestic human passions — and examining 

her haul ; but they are all, to borrow a stage 
phrase, quite “ straight” : they never deviate 
from the regular ; the reactions they inspire are 
the reactions that are expected of humanity in 
stated ciroiunstances. Miss Endset’s bag is, to 
mix the metaphor like a peal of bells on which 
she rings the changes, but never monotonously.” 
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She was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1928 : 
“ Principally with regard to her powerfiil 
pictures of Northern life in the mediaeval times.” 
Her chief writings are ; 

Kristin Lmransdatter. In English 
translations : The Garland, The 
Mistress of Iltisaby, The Gross. 

The Axe. 

The Snake-Tit. 

The Son Avenger. (KnoflP). 

Jenny. (Cassell). 
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THOMAS MANN (1875 ). 

Thomas Maaii, German author, 'was horn 
on June 6, 1875 at Luheck. He comes of an old 
patrician family. He started his literary career 
at the age of nineteen while working in an 
insurance office in Munich. After visiting 
Italy, he joined the staff of a journal and did 
much literary work. His first literary effort is 
embodied in a hook called Gef alien (1894), 
which brought him sufficient recognition. In 
1903 he published Btuldenbrooks which now fibads 
a place among the greatest novels of the twentieth 
century. Mr. J. B. Priestley says of this novel : 
“ BuddenbrooJcs, written when the author was a 
young man and is one of the most successful of 
all modern German novels (it went through fifty 
editions in ten years), it is the study of an age, 
a locality, a social life, a family. Boodenhroohs 
begin as a very solid family, members of the 
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mercliaiit nobility of laibect, and. as one 
generation succeeds anotlier and the weak 
dreamers take the place of the sturdy merchantSj 
we watch the family decay.” ’ 

Mann is also the author of many masterly 
written short stories. Trisian, a, series of short 
stories appeared in 1903. Since 1915 came out 
several of his long novels, such as: Tonio 
Kroger, Death in Venice, The Magic Mountain, 
etc. But the Jhiddenbrooke remains still unsur- 
passed. The Gtirrent ll'istoto/ of iiamiarj, 1930, 
says of him : “ Maun to-day is the recognized 

leader of German novelists. Strong in characteri- 
zation, with a teinte of irony, he has a deep 
sense of the tragedy of human life, an almost 
Dostoyevskian intuition of the abysses of the 
human soul, combined with deep critical judg- 
ment of the vital weaknesses of modern society.” 

In 1929, Mann was awarded the Nobel Prize 
“principally for his great novel ‘Buddenbrooks’— • 
that in the course of years has received an 
increasing constant recognition as of the classic 
works of contemporary literature.” 

I London Mercury. Nov. 1924. 
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His ('liief wi’itiiigs are : — 

(Published by Martin Seeker, Loudon). 
Biiddenhroohs. 

Magic Mormlaiii. 

Death in Veidce. 

JEarly Sorrov;. 

3Iario and the Magieimi. 



SINCLAIR LEWIS (1885— ). 

Sinclair Lewis, American novelist, was born 
on Eebruary 7, 1886 at Sank Center, Minn. He 
was educated at Yale University. After gradua- 
ting in 1907, lie took up journalism as liis 
profession and soon came in touch, with many 
well-known American publishing houses. When 
he wrote novels like Our Mr. Wreu (1914) and 
The Trail of the Maioh (1915), nobody could 
guess that he would soon rise to a formidable 
stature. His reputation as a novelist was estab- 
lished with the rpublication of Main Street in 
1920. But he did not reach the highest pinnacle 
of his fame till he published Babbitt (1922). 
It is one of the finest novels that has come out 
of America in this century. This book is just 
like a mirror. American reader, as he reads 
Babbitt, finds in the characters ‘ a bit of every 
American in them.’ Boening Standard says : 
“ Few books written in this century have had so 
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/profound, so wide, or so healthy an influence as 
Mr. Ijewis’s Babhitt. His next successfol novel 
is Martin Arroiosmith (1924). It is a * a satiric 
study of the medical profession.’ It is also a 
recapitulation of all that he has written before. 
Eor Martin Arrotosniith Mr. Lewis was awarded 
the American Pulitzer Prize. He declined to 
accept it on the ground that such prizes are 
dangerous. 

Mamheater Guardian, gives a correct estimate 
of his works in the following words : “ As a 

writer his great achievement is the nailing down 
in fiction of a certain kind of mediocrity. One 
is aware of this mediocrity — ^not in any particular 
class, not in high places, hut everywhere, like a 
quiet, gray fog. Mr. Sinolah' J ewis has enshrined 
it in his hooks. And if he locates it in provincial 
America, it is not specially American, hut is to 
he found wherever typewriters tap and wages are 
high and education is free and cinemas flourish 
and government is of the people hy the people 
for the people, and lifts jog merrily up and 
down. Mr. Sinclair Lewis, in fact, has brought 
the middle classes up to date.” 
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In 1930, Lewis was awarded the Kobel Prize 
for his great and Imng art of painting life, 
vyxth a talent for creating types, with wit and 
humom*.” 

^ Ml. Lewis in his speech of acceptance at 
Stoelfholm, , said some severe things ahont 
America : “ We still mostly revere writers for the 
popular magazines who, in a hearty and edifying 
chorus, chant that the America of 120,000,000 
population is still as simple and pastoral as it 
was when it had but 40,000,000 ; that in an in- 
dustrial plant with 10,000 employees the relation- 
ship between the woricers and manager still is 
as neighbourly and uncomplex as in a factory 
of 1840 with five employees ; that the relation- 
ships between father and son and between 
husband and wife are pi'ecisely the same in an 
apartment in a thirty-story palace to-day, with 
three motor-cars awaiting the family below, five 
books on the library shelves, and a divorce 
imminent in the family next week, as were those 
relationships in the rose-veiled five-room cottage 
of 1880 ; that, in fine, America has gone through 
a revolutionary change from a rustic colony to 
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a world empire without having in the least 
changed the hucolic, puritanic simplicity of 
Uncle Sam. I want to close this dirge with a 
very lively sound of optimism. I have, for the 
•ftitixie of J^meiioan literature, every hope and 
every eager belief. We are coming out, I believe, 
of the stuffiness of safe and sane incredibility 
and dull provincialism. There are voung 
Americans doing such passionate and authentic 
work that it makes me sick to see I am a little 
foo old to be one of them.” 

His chief writings are 

Our 3£r. TP' renn. 

The Trial of 4he Mmok. 

The Joh. 

Tree Air. 

Mam Slreet. 

JBabbiif. 

Martm Arroiosmith. 

Manb'ap. 

Timer Gantry. 

3£aii JTho Knew Coolklge. 

JDodsimrth. 


ERIK AXEL KARLEELDT (1864—1931). 

Erik Axel Karlfeldt, the Svreclish poet and 
the permanent Secretary of the Swedish Academy 
in Stockholm was born in 1864. His native 
province is Dalecarlia. 

The readers cannot but feel pleasure to find 
that the Swedish Academy which awards the 
Xobel Prize for literature every year should ever 
think of awarding a prize to its own Secretary, 
Karlfeldt. The Swedish Academy, did not show 
any particular favour to Karlfeldt, when it 
awarded him the prize for the year 1931 with 
this inscription : Eor “ the Poetry of Erik Axel 
Karlfeldt.” 

Karlfeldt was already one of the leading lyric 
poets of modern Sweden. His Friddms Visor 
(1898), Frklolim lv,stgard (1901), and Flora och 
Pomona (1906) are undoubtedly the greatest 
contributions to the modern Swedish poetry. 

He died on April 8, 1931 just three months 
after receiving the Xobel Prize. 

His chief writing is 
FridoUn’s Garden. 


JOHN GALSWORTHY (1867—1933). 

John Galsworthy, British norelist and 
dramatist, was born on August 14, 1867 at 
Coombe, Surrey. He was educated at Harrow 
and Oxford and was Honorary , Bellow of the* 
New College, Oxford. 

Like many of the Nobel laureates, Galsworthy 
too prepared himself for the bar, but literary 
pursuits held a greater and lovelier attraction for 
him and he devoted himself to writing. He 
started his literary career by writing a novel 
Joscelyn at the age of thirty. 

The Man of Property appeared in 1906 
when he was forty, with this novel, he 
established his name and fame as a writer of 
great power and imagination. The Man of Tro- 
perty is the first novel of the sequence now 
known as The Forsyte Saga. It is now available 
in one volume, containing the three novels : The 
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Mmi of Property, In ChcmGery, To Let and the 
two interludes Indian Bummer of a Forsyte, 
Awakening. 136,000 copies of this book have 
already been sold. To this list, the name of On 
'Forsyte Change now*should be added. Galsworthy 
in the foreword of this book says ; “ Before a 

long sufiPeriag public and still more long 
SLilfermg critics, I lay this volume of 
apocryphal Borsyte tables, pleading 'the two 
excuses : That it is hard to part suddenly and 
finally from those with whom one has lived 
so long ; and, that these footnotes do really, I 
think, help to fill in and round out the chro- 
nicles of the Forsyte family.” Likewise, his 
another book, A Modern Comedy, contains the 
three novels : The IV kite Monkey, The Bih'er 
Spoon, Swan Song and the two interludes A 
Silent Wooing, Passers By. With the publica- 
tion of Swan Song, the third novel of his second 
trilogy, Galsworthy completed bis social history 
of post-war society and brought down the curtain 
on the whole Forsyte drama. 

In 1910 his play brought him into 

the front rank of modern dramatists. ‘ He 

208 



JOHN aALSWORTHT 


was the th’st Biiglisli dramatist of importance to 
adopt a strieti}?- natural style of dialogue, in strong 
eontrast to tlie laboured, rather stagey style 
feroured by Pinero and the dialectically over- 
charged maimer of Bernard Shaw.’ (JSnefclo- 
paedia, Britmm ica.) 

Erauk Harris portrays Galsworthy, with his 
pen thus; “ He is about medium height, spare 
of habit, and vigorous, his head long, well- 
shaped; his featuras feiirly regular, a stra^ht 
nose, high forehead ; he is almost completely 
bald and wear glasses. His voice is very 
pleasant, clear and strong enough ; he used it 
without much modulation ; gets his effects rather 
by pauses than by emphasis; has every peculiarity 
of the writer and not the speaker.”’ 

Galsworthy was not only an able craftsman 
hut also a philanthropist. All his life, he placed 
himself at the service of humanity. Lotidoti 
Mercury rightly says : “ He has been a cons- 
cientious public servant who has worked very 
hard to promote international understanding 
i. Frank Harris : Contemporary Portraits 
(3rd Series). 
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2 'enerallT and international literary under- 
standing in particular, especially through the 
P. E. N. Club. . . Erom the moral point of 
view he has never written a line that he need 
wish to blot.” 

In 1929 Galsworthy was given the 0. M., but 
he refused the Knighthood. 

There was a general satisfaction everywhere 
throughout the world, when the Swedish 
Academy awarded him the Nobel Prize for the 
yeiir 1932, for the distinguished power of des- 
cription which attains its highest expression in 
the Porsyte Saga,” 

But alas, Galsworthy died (1933) just as he 
was receiving a general acknowledgment in tlie 
world. 

His chief writings are : — 

Published by William lleinemann Ltd., 
London. The Island Pharisees, The 
Country House, FraieruUy, The 
Patrician, The Park Flotcer, The 
Freelands, .Beyond, Five Tales, 
BalnCs Progress. The Forsyte Baga. 
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A Modern Comedy, Caravmi, Captures 
Verses Old and New, Addresses in 
America, Memories, Maid in Waiting, 
Floicering Wilderness, Over the 
River. 

Issued by Duckworth & Co. Ltd. Londou. 
Flays : Eight Vols. 

Complete Plays : One VoJ. 
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lYAN ALEXEYEVICH EUNIN (1870 ), 

Ivan Alexeyevich Bunin, Russian writer 
and a member of the Russian Academy was born 
on October 10, 1870 at Voronesh. 

Ills chief claim to fame is for the artistical 
shill displayed in his poetry. Ifor his poems, 
he was awarded the Pushhin li’i-izo whitdi is 
regarded as the highest academic distinction in 
Pmssia. 

Bunin is very fond of English Poems. He 
translated Tennyson’s Ladij Qodica, Byron’s 
Manfred and Cain and Longfellow’s Hhtmdha. 
Ilis ti’anslations retain much of the beauty and 
rhythm of the original. 

He also holds highest place in Russian lite- 
rature for his realistic novels. Ho is already 
known in England for translations of his novels : 

The Qentlenum From San FraneiseG, The 
rUUge, the Well of Bays, Fifteen Tales, 
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In reviewing tlie above mentioiieci books, 
“ Tbe Kew Statesman and Nation ” of April, 14, 
11334 says ; “ Tlie only cbange which really 

stirs hijii is fleatli. The Vdlaffe is a long mncb- 
:ulo a!)om iTuiunia: to seed : in The IV >‘11 of Days 
the aliar-})ioc*e is a funeral and tbe most vivid 
pictui’e shows t}u‘ dead body of the mare iuibard- 
inka lieing eaten by dogs. Death is also the hero 
of eleven out of tbe Fifteen Tales. In The 
Oenlle'iiimi from Scm Francisco he comes and 
“ with a little pin” bores tbroiigh the para- 
phernalia of w'ealth, its cocktails, its servants 
and its clothes. Power is powerless before him ; 
the millionaire become merely a dead body to 
be got out of tbe way as quietly as possible lest 
it should disturb the amenities of the hotel.” 

Bunin lived in France since the Bolshevik 
revolution, lie continues to reside at his Villa 
Belvedere in Gras.se on the French Riviera. 

“ Bunin’s Poetry is mainly descriptive — not 
lyric —impassive, of classic simplicity and har- 
mony of Jewelled perfection, minute observation 
and vivid perception of colour.” (Ency. Britan- 
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His novels depict ‘the Russian Character 
without adornment, the Russian soul, its peculiar 
complexity, its depths, both bright and dark, 
though, almost invariably tragic.’ 

In 1933, Bunin was awarded the Nobel 
Pidze “ for the firm artistical skill with which 
he has represented the Russain classical line i n 
the art of poetical prose ” 

He is the first Russian to win the Nobel 
Prize. 

His chief writings are : — 

Published by ilartin Seeker, London. 

T/te Gentleman from San Francisco, 

The Village. 

An Fvening in the Spring. 

T^reams of Ghmig and other Stories, 

Fifteen Tales. 
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